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As in past years, the OFLA Executive 
Board met in August to make plans 
and set the agenda for the coming aca-
demic year.  The format, however, was 
a bit different this year. Rather than the 
entire board traveling to the conference 
site (Cincinnati), the group met first in 
Columbus for meetings scheduled on 
August 8–9.  Afterwards, a delegation of 
four board members traveled to Cincin-
nati and spent the next day touring the 
hotel and getting to know the Cincinnati 
Hyatt Regency Hotel where OFLA will 
meet on April 3–5, 2008.  This arrange-
ment allowed the board to have a full 
eight hours of meeting together and in 
committees, and it also saved the cost of 
transporting the twenty-eight members 
in attendance to and from Cincinnati.

Many items were on the agenda 
for the August meeting. In addition 
to  reports by the president, treasurer, 
various vice-presidents and commit-
tee chairs, the board was updated on 
current language-related issues by our 
State Consultants for World Languages 
and by the chair of our political advo-
cacy committee. As you know, foreign 
language study is again a “hot” topic in 
education and political circles within the 
state of Ohio, and OFLA is well repre-
sented in these discussions. 

Also in attendance this year were 
representatives from some of our affili-
ate organizations:  AATF, AATG, AATSP 
(Buckeye). All provided updates on 
their organization’s activities and plans 
for the coming year.

A large portion of the board meet-
ing was devoted to examining the state 

of our organization. Specifically, we 
focused on developing a list of strengths, 
weaknesses and challenges which OFLA 
faces.  Individuals listed own thoughts, 
which were then shared with the group 
as a whole.  These ideas will be compiled 
and will serve as the basis for future 
discussion with the board, in particular 
as they relate to OFLA’s By-laws and 
Policies. Although OFLA is in a very 
favorable position in terms of member-
ship and finances, there is always room 
for improvement as our profession 
continues to evolve.  

Committee chairs of the various 
OFLA standing committees met to 
establish timelines for their various 
tasks this year, as well as to set out new 
goals for the future. With this informa-
tion, the Executive Board will prepare 
a “master” timeline to help streamline 
our operations and to ensure that our 
programming receives the timely atten-
tion it requires. This year the Executive 
Board will be working diligently to 
update our operational policies and 
to propose updates to our By-Laws.  
One such change which we are explor-
ing is possibly adopting some form of 
electronic voting. Many professional 
organizations already use such a vehicle 
to increase member participation in the 
voting process and to save money. Pre-
cisely how such voting would work and 
when it could be implemented are topics 
for future board discussions.

Following the meeting of the full 
board,  a delegation of four members 

Board makes plans for the 
upcoming year
Mark Himmelein, OFLA President

continued on page 4
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The Cardinal
The Cardinal is published four times per year  
by the Ohio Foreign Language  Association.
Deadlines:
August 1 (September/October  issue)
October 1 (November/December  issue)
December 1 (January/February issue)
April 1 (May/June issue)

Send all submissions or queries to:
vppub@ofla-online.org

Keep in mind that space limitations may 
make it impossible to publish all submis-
sions, and that submissions may be edited 
for brevity and clarity.

Why The Cardinal ? (quoted from 
Vol. 1 No 1, October 1962)
“We think we have the ideal title. Ohio’s 
representative bird, the cardinal, whose 
song is as beautiful as his plumage, is cer-
tainly distinctive. Furthermore, Websters’s 
first definition of ‘cardinal’ is: ‘of basic im-
portance.’ In this modern era it is ‘of basic 
importance’ for more Americans to know 
more modern foreign languages, and to 
know them better. So we think The Cardinal 
is a most suitable title for our modern foreign 
language newsletter.”
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web@ofla-online.org 
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Secondary Language Learning 
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John Meadows
secnlang@ofla-online.org

Teacher Education & Licensure 
Committee

Susan Colville-Hall
ednlicen@ofla-online.org

Technology & World Languages 
Committee

Theresa Minick
tech@ofla-online.org
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Ohio 
Foreign

Language
Association
The OFLA Vision

Every Ohio student will be proficient in 
a second language, which is essential to 
a world-class education.

The OFLA Mission 
The Ohio Foreign Language Associa-
tion is committed to world language 
study  beginning in the primary grades, 
so that every learner,  from early child-
hood through adult, acquires a high 
level of communicative and intercul-
tural competence.

The OFLA 
Strategic Plan

1. Establish clear expectations for for-
eign language learners. 

 • Executive Vice President
 • Early Language Learning
 • Secondary Language Learning
 • College
 • Beginning Teachers
 • Promotional Educational Activities
 • State World Languages Consultant

2. Build the capacity of foreign lan-
guage teachers to prepare learners 
to demonstrate their proficiency. 

 • President Elect
 • Articulation & Curriculum
 • Professional Development
 • Scholarship
 • Teacher Education & Licensure
 • Technology & World Languages 
 • State World Languages Consultant

3. Build support for foreign language 
instruction among parents, policy 
leaders, the business community 
and opinion leaders in the media. 

 • Immediate Past President 
 • Awards
 • Political Advocacy
 • Public Relations
 • Retired Teachers
 • the OFLA website
 • the Affiliates

By the time this issue of The Cardinal ar-
rives, I am certain the majority of OFLA 
members will be deeply involved in 
the activities which surround the start 
of each new academic year.  I hope that 
you were able to find some time this 
summer to rest and to recharge your 
energies for the coming school year.  
A number of colleagues have shared 
their summer experiences with me—
everything from relaxing at home with 
a good book to traveling to distant 
shores.  

Allow me to take this opportu-
nity to welcome you back—and for 
those who have recently retired and 
are enjoying their first “meeting-free” 
fall, enjoy!

For those of you who do not know 
me, perhaps a few words of introduc-
tion are in order.  Although I assumed 
the position of President of OFLA on 
July 1, I have been a member of OFLA 
for (as best I can remember) the past 
two decades.  Over the past two years, 
I have been a member of the Executive 
Board, serving as a vice president and 
working with several of the organiza-
tion’s committees.  Prior to my time 
on the OFLA Board, I served the Ohio 
Chapter of the AATG in various ca-
pacities, including as president.  I also 
served a three-year term as a member 
of the National Executive Council of 
AATG and as Presiding Officer of the 
Chapters Assembly.  

For the past twelve years, I have 
taught at Mount Union College in Al-
liance, Ohio, where I am currently an 
Associate Professor of German and 
Chair of the Department of Foreign 
Languages.  In addition to my teaching 
and administrative duties, I am also 
responsible for directing student study 
tours to Austria, Germany and Russia.  
I know first-hand the value of excellent 
language instructors and the impact 
they make on students’ lives.  

Although my family is of German-
heritage, the language was not spoken 
at home much beyond a few words, 
and so I learned my foreign language 

in school.  I was privileged to have had 
outstanding language teachers through-
out my educational career, starting with 
junior high school in the Cleveland 
Public School system and continuing on 
through my undergraduate and gradu-
ate years.  As I suspect is the case with 
many of you, I chose to study a foreign 
language because it was made interest-
ing and meaningful to me through the 
hard work of skilled instructors.

It is my good fortune as OFLA 
President to be able to work with an 
extremely capable and dedicated OFLA 
Executive Board which is composed of 
committed language professionals from 
all levels of instruction. Each board 
member brings to the table a wide range 
of languages and specialties, not to 
mention many great ideas for improv-
ing language instruction in our state!  
During my term as president, I pledge 
to work openly and cooperatively with 
the other board members for the good of 
the organization and the membership.  I 
hope that together we can examine our 
operations and address some of the chal-
lenges which face us as a profession.

Over the course of the next academic 
year, I hope to begin a number of projects 
together with the Executive Board.  To 
begin with, I would like to undertake a 
comprehensive examination of our gov-
ernance structure. This is not intended 
to say that we have organizational prob-
lems. In fact, OFLA membership is strong 
and our finances are in order. A periodic 
review of operations, however, is always 
wise, and making certain that our By-
laws and procedures reflect our needs 
and follow established best practices 
will ensure OFLA’s continued strength 
in the future.

As you well know, foreign language 
instruction is by no means “ a given” 
in our educational institutions in this 
country—a fact we language educators 
would certainly like to see changed.  In 
the coming year, I also hope to focus 
OFLA’s attention on supporting existing 
language programs state-wide, while at 

Letter from the President
Mark Himmelein
OFLA President

continued on page 4
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the same time expanding addi-
tional foreign language offerings 
in a meaningful way.  Unfortu-
nately, we too often learn that 
very solid language programs 
are cut or scaled back in an ef-
fort to “save” money, or when a 
retirement occurs.  As taxpayers 
and educators, we are keenly 
aware of budget restrictions, but 
eliminating language programs 
or implementing “quick-fix solu-
tions” is certainly short sighted 
at best.  

Many institutions and dis-
tricts within, as well as beyond 
Ohio have developed models 
which include multiple language 
offerings. As foreign language 
professionals, we need to make 
programs known to faculty, par-
ents and administrators.

I would also like to focus my 
attentions this year on helping 
to support OFLA’s “outreach 
efforts”—specifically our advo-
cacy campaign, Camp OFLA, our 
workshops and the annual con-
ference.  It is through these and 
other OFLA programs, I believe, 
that our organization continues 
to grow.  

Again, we are fortunate that 
we already have very many solid 
and established programs.  Our 
advocacy efforts during the past 
several years have increased our 
organization’s visibility, espe-
cially during critical discussions 
related to Ohio’s Core subjects.  

Camp OFLA, which had an-
other successful summer this year, 
is a unique program for our region 
and has great potential to inter-
est children in the study of other 
languages and cultures.  Perhaps 
some of these campers will become 
the language educators of the next 
generation! (See page 24.)

Preparations are already well 
underway for the 2008 OFLA An-
nual Conference to be held April 
3-5, 2008 in Cincinnati.  Our theme 
is Foreign Languages—Creating 
a World of Understanding, and 
your participation is very much 
welcome!  This issue of The Car-
dinal contains updated conference 
information, as well as session 
and workshop proposal forms. 
(See pages 14–17.)  

Also, please keep in mind 
the names of fellow colleagues 
and supporters of foreign lan-
guages whom you might wish 
to nominate for one of the many 
OFLA awards (see page 10)—we 
certainly want to recognize those 
who contribute so much to our 
profession!  I am looking forward 
to our April meeting at the Cincin-
nati Hyatt Regency Hotel, and I  
hope that all OFLA members will 
consider participating in the con-
ference in some way—particularly 
those of you in Southwest Ohio.  

On a final note, I would like 
to encourage the membership to 
play as active a role as possible 
in OFLA this year—and there are 

a number of ways in which you 
might do so!  Consider present-
ing a workshop or session at the 
annual conference.  Or, if you 
would just like to get a bit more 
acquainted with how conference 
sessions are conducted, volunteer 
to be a presider.  

If you have enjoyed recent 
successes in your program, or if 
you have teaching strategies you 
might share with others, please 
submit an article for publication 
in The Cardinal.  

Another great way to be in-
volved is to help spread the word 
about OFLA to colleagues and to 
student teachers who might not 
be members (but should be!).  Of 
course, please do not hesitate to 
contact me if you have questions 
or if you would like to assist 
OFLA in some fashion.  My email 
address is listed on page 2 along 
with those of the other officers and 
board members.

I look forward to serving as 
President of OFLA and to working 
with the membership during the 
coming months.  I wish each of 
you the best for this new academic 
year and I hope to see as many of 
you as possible at our annual con-
vention in Cincinnati on April 3–5, 
2008!

Letter from the President, continued from page 3

toured potential hotels in Co-
lumbus for the 2009 and 2010 
conferences before traveling to 
Cincinnati to review the site of the 
April 3–5, 2008 conference.  

We are confident that the 
membership will find the facilities 
and amenities at the Cincinnati 
Hyatt Regency to be excellent.  
The hotel is very modern, and 
the meeting rooms are spacious 
and comfortable.  The hotel has 

restaurants on site, and there are 
a number of in seating area for 
small, social gatherings.  Parking 
is available in adjacent garages 
and surface lots, and shopping 
and restaurants are within easy 
walking distance. With all that 
the Greater Cincinnati area has 
to offer, many OFLA members 
may want to “make a weekend” 
of it and enjoy some of the many 
attractions in southwest Ohio.

The Executive Board also 
welcomed new member, John 
Meadows as chair of the Secondary 
Language Learning Committee 
and approved Michelle Garlock 
as chair of the Promotional Educa-
tional Activities Committee.  The 
Executive Board will meet again 
on October 6, 2007; December 1, 
2007; February 2, 2008; April 3-5, 
2008; and May 3, 2008. 

Board plans for upcoming year, continued from page 1
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Win a 2009 OFLA 
Membership
Here’s how:
—Update your membership online and you will be entered automatically, 

OR
—Update your membership via US mail to Teri Wiechart, OFLA Membership 

V.P., P.O. Box 7038, Defiance, Oh 43512.  Use the form in the May Cardinal or 
printed from the website, or use your invoice (arriving in August)

—You will receive one additional entry for each colleague you convince to join for the first time or to 
rejoin after being a lapsed member for a year or more.  New members must also join by the October 1 
deadline.

Contest is open to all new and returning members, except those who renew through OEA as that data is not 
sent to the Membership Vice-President until after the closing date for the contest. Contest ends October 1. 
All entries must be received or postmarked by that date.  Drawing will be held at noon, October 8 in the 
office of Delphos Jefferson High School. The winner will be notified and will be announced in the next 
Cardinal. Contact vpmem@ofla-online.org if you have questions.

Update your membership now!
Teri Wiechart, Vice President for Membership

Many OFLA memberships will 
expire September 1.  Invoices were  
mailed in early August to those 
who need to renew.  If you are 
unsure of your status and you did 
not receive an invoice, contact me 
at vpmem@ofla-online.org and I 
will let you know.

You can also look at the mail-
ing label on this issue of The 
Cardinal. In the top right corner, 
there should be a year showing. 
Your membership expires in Sep-
tember of the year shown. So if 
it says 2007, you need to renew 
this fall.

Consider renewing your 
membership for three years.  

There is a savings of $15 over 3 
1-year memberships.  A lifetime 
membership for $400 is a bargain 
for those with 12 or more years 
to  teach.

E n c o u r a g e  o t h e r s  t o 
join OFLA. Among the many 
benefits are The Cardinal, profes-
sional development opportunities 
throughout the year and espe-
cially at the spring Conference, 
advocacy for expansion and 
retention of language programs 
through the state.

Notice that there is a “Joint 
Professional Membership.”  This 
is designed for those who share a 
residence and not for two members 

who simply teach in the same 
school.

Return your forms and pay-
ment by October 1 and you can be 
a part of the contest to win a free 
1-year membership (see below). 
You can renew or join via the US 
mail (using the form on page 39 
or downloaded from www.ofla-
online.org, or your invoice).  You 
can also renew or join electroni-
cally using Paypal by following 
the instructions at the website.  
Many OEA members pay through 
them.  You can continue to do that, 
or you can switch to direct pay—
just be certain that you do not also 
pay through OEA.

Moving this year?
Don’t forget to send us your new address. Just 
drop an e-mail to vpmem@ofla-online.org
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also served the membership as 
chair of the OFLA Scholarship 
Committee. Mary has presented 
several successful sessions at the 
OFLA Conferences.  

Due to her involvement, 
the French Immersion Day, an 
immersion experience for North-
west Ohio high school students, 
has grown into The Global Vil-
lage, with three neighborhoods, 
each communicating in a differ-
ent language:  French, German, 
or Spanish.  Believing in the 
importance of the direct contact 
with the culture, Mary has served 
as the coordinator of a school 
to school exchange program 
with lycées in Tours and Lyon, 
France.

After her BA from the College 
of New Rochelle, New Rochelle, 
NY and an MAT from Assump-
tion College in Worcester, MA, 
Mary has studied in France and 
Canada thanks to the AATF and 
the French Government.  She is 
a past president of the Alliance 
Française de Toledo and con-
tinues to promote francophone 
culture in the community. Ohio 
will be well represented by her 
presence on the CSC board of 
Directors this year.   

Presently, she teaches French 
II, III ,AP and French Conversa-
tion at Southview High School 
in Sylvania where she is also 
involved in mentoring new teach-
ers. She is a strong advocate to 
student teachers and was very 
involved in creating the dyad 
model of student teacher supervi-
sion through a partnership with 
the University of Toledo. Her 
district appointed her to serve 
on the Local Professional Devel-
opment Committee. At this time 
she awaits your nominations for 
the many OFLA awards!

Executive Vice 
President: Fred Toner
Fred Toner is Chair of the Depart-
ment of Modern Languages and 
Associate Professor of French at 
Ohio University.  He is the chair 
of the Articulation and Curricu-
lum Committee for OFLA and is 
the co-director of the Ohio Valley 
Foreign Language Alliance.  

Fred is the author of an 
intermediate-level French com-
position textbook and articles 
on foreign language pedagogy 
and methodology, 19th-century 
French literature, and contem-
porary French civilization.  His 
latest research centers on the 
minority voice in contemporary 
France.  

Vice President for 
Member sh ip :  Ter i 
Wiechart
Teri McBee Wiechart has been 
teaching at Delphos Jefferson 
High School since 1975. She has 
a BA in French and Social Studies 
Education from Purdue Univer-
sity. She did her study abroad 

Welcome Aboard!
New OFLA Board Members

work at Université de Strasbourg 
et Institut d’Étrangers, Stras-
bourg, France. She has a Masters 
of the Arts in Teaching from 
Bowling Green State University.

She has actively served her 
profession by working with  her 
Regional Professional Develop-
ment Center Board, the University 
of Findlay, her County Curriculum 
Writing committees—French and 
Social Studies, the Joint Council, 
Ohio Department of Education–
Ohio Board of Regents, and serves 
as  a Praxis III mentor.

For OFLA, Teri has served 
on the OFLA Promotional Edu-
cational Activities Committee 
(Chair 2005-2007). She has pre-
sented and presided at OFLA 
conferences over the years, and 
chaired the VIP Committee for 
the combined OFLA–Central 
States Conference in 2005.

She is very happy to be the 
new Vice President for Mem-
bership. She hopes to expand 
the membership to many more 
teachers and potential teachers 
in Ohio.  Furthermore, she will 
continue to support all language 
programs and to advocate for the 
expansion of foreign language for 
all learners.

Awards Committee 
Chair: Mary Goodwin
Mary Goodwin, the 2006 OFLA 
president, is returning to the 
Board as Awards chair.  She has 

continued on next page
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College Committee 
Chair: Paul 
Chamness Miller
Paul Chamness Miller, Ph.D., is 
Assistant Professor of Foreign 
Language Education in the Di-
vision of Teacher Education at 
the University of Cincinnati.  He 
received his doctorate in Foreign 

Language Education at Purdue 
University in 2003.  

Prior to pursuing his doctor-
ate, he taught French in both rural 
and urban schools, and he has 
taught French at the college level, 
as well as Foreign Language and 
TESOL methods and curriculum 
development courses at the under-
graduate and graduate level.  

He has published articles in 
Phi Delta Kappan, Multicultural 
Perspectives, Multicultural Educa-
tion, and has edited two books: 
Narratives from the Classroom: An 
Introduction to Teaching and Project-
Based Second and Foreign Language 
Education: Past, Present, and Future. 
He is currently co-editing his 
third volume, entitled Language 
Across Disciplinary Boundaries (ISLS 
Readings in Language Studies series, 
Volume 1). 

His research interests include 
corrective feedback in the L2 class-
room, CALL, and social justice 
issues with immigrant and other 
under-represented groups in the 
K-12 classroom.

Secondary Language 
Learning Committee 
Chair: John 
Meadows
John Meadows has 11 years 
Spanish teaching experience 
with all levels, including Ad-
vanced Placement Spanish 
and college level Spanish. He 

taught for 4 years at Scott High 
School-Toledo Public Schools 
and 6 years with Fremont City 
Schools (Fremont Middle, Fre-
mont Ross High School). While 
teaching in Fremont, he served 
as a member of the Principal 

Lead Team, Vice- President of the 
Fremont Education Association, 
Grievance Chair, President of 
the Fremont Education Associa-
tion, and Negotiator for contract 
negotiations. John has worked as 
an independent contractor for the 
Ohio Department of Education 
in developing Model lessons for 
the Foreign Language Content 
Standards. Currently he teaches 
at Anthony Wayne High School 
in Whitehouse, Ohio and Owens 
Community College- Toledo 
Campus.

John is a native of Toledo, Ohio 
and has lived in Los Angeles and 
frequently travels back for profes-
sional work. 

He attended both Ohio Uni-
versity and the University of 
Toledo. He earned a Dual B.A. in 
Spanish and Theater with a minor 
in Psychology. He also has Mas-
ter’s of Secondary Curriculum and 
Instruction (emphasis in Language 
Learning).

Welcome Aboard! continued from previous page

By-Laws Committee 
Chair: Barry Thomas
Barry Thomas is now fully retired 
from Ohio University, where he 
taught German  Language and 
Literature for 41 years, including 
10 years as  departmental chair, 
and was fortunate enough to di-
rect OU’s program in  Salzburg 
on numerous occasions. Barry 
previously served on the board 
from 1990–2000 in various capaci-
ties (President; Chair of Awards 
and By-laws; AATG Liaison), and 
is happy to be back chairing the 
By-laws committee again. When 
not engaged in OFLA activities he 
tries to improve  his golf game by 
playing as much as possible!

OFLA’s 2006 
keynote speaker 
now has a book!

Visit www.ellenshrager.com to read about 
dealing with enabling parents, indulged 

students, low-performing students, and more!
Or, to order, call
1 (800) 462-8323

$12.00
(mention OFLA and shipping is free!)



JOIN CAAP
A Collaborative Project for Ohio’s Teachers of French, German and Spanish

The CAAP Project has served the needs of foreign language teachers for 15 years.

CAAP provides teachers with resources, education and access to Web technology.

The CAAP assessments can be used as a district-wide assessment and an exit measure.

CAAP practice exams can be taken online for free to improve language skills.

CAAP aligns closely with the Ohio Academic Content Standards.

Please visit: http://caap.osu.edu

Contact: Chad Schneider, Assistant Director
The Foreign Language Center

The Ohio State University
Email: Schneider.371@osu.edu

100 Hagerty Hall
1775 College Road

Columbus, OH 43210
(614) 292-4137
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OFLA Website & Listserv 
Bob White (web@ofla-online.org)

One of the most interesting books 
I’ve come across this summer 
has been Rule the Web by Mark 
Frauenfelder. In fact, I would go 
so far as to say that this is the best 
book I’ve ever seen in terms of its 
ability to aid anyone in success-
fully navigating the Internet. On 
one hand, do you simply want 
to do something as innocuous as 
finding the best in online deals? 
On the other hand, do you want 
to do something as sneaky as 
circumventing Internet firewalls? 
This is the book that has that infor-
mation, and much, much more.

Now, the big question is, why 
would I bother to plug this book 
and its accompanying website 
(http://www.ruletheweb.net/)? 
Well, it’s because you—the Foreign 
Language teacher—must be famil-
iar with the working of the Internet 
with much more confidence than 
your colleagues in, say, Math or 
English. You have to show your 

students (and, of course, their 
parents and your administration), 
for example, how knowledge of 
a FL allows us here in the state of 
Ohio to know the world around 
us in incredible depth—a depth 
not possible in even the best So-
cial Studies class. And you must 
master this knowledge no matter 
what you bring to the table in 
terms of experience and knowl-
edge of your language, whether 
you’re a fresh-faced novice whose 
diploma still glistens with fresh 
calligraphy ink, or a grizzled 
veteran polishing up the farewell 
speech you’ll be delivering at your 
marked-with-a-big-red-circle-on-
the-school-calendar retirement 
party.

OFLA, of course, is here to 
help. We offer you the use of our 
listserv to share your questions, 
your successes and even your 
disappointments with your fellow 
FL teachers. We offer you a forum 

for the purposes of sounding off 
about the inequities or blessings 
of your system—with, of course, 
a much more narrow and use-
ful focus, and somewhat less 
animosity, than is often found on 
FL-TEACH. 

Our website, ofla-online.org, 
is there for you, too. There you’ll 
find, in addition to many other 
materials…
• Contact information for the 

many men and women who 
dedicate their time and talents 
to this organization; 

• Information on upcoming 
events of interest in Ohio for 
FL teachers both in general and 
in specific languages; and

• Up-to-date news for the 2008 
OFLA Conference

 
Any questions? Comments? 

Feel free to contact me at the above 
email address. 

See you in Cincinnati!

The OFLA Connection
Jane Rauschenberg, Vice President for Publications

Starting again this month after 
a summer hiatus, there is a way 
to find out about the work that 
OFLA does and to receive impor-
tant announcements and other 
information in a timely fashion. 
Each month, OFLA will be send-
ing out an email newsletter, The 
OFLA Connection, via the listserv 
and via our website.

There will be brief updates 
on what various OFLA commit-
tees are doing, with links to take 
you to more detailed information. 
There will also be information, 
announcements, and reminders 
about events around the state. 

You can also access The OFLA 
Connection via our website. Click 
on Publications, then OFLA Con-
nection.

Do you have an announce-
ment, teaching tip, or other 
information you think should be 
included in the OFLA Connec-
tion? Do you have questions or 
comments about this new publica-
tion? Contact Jane Rauschenberg, 
OFLA Vice President of Publica-
tions, at vppub@ofla-online.org.

The OFLA listserv is moving!
Starting September 1, list members can post at: OFLA@listserv.kent.edu
•Are you already a member of the OFLA listserv? Don't worry, you'll be moved automatically!
•Not a member yet? Send the following command in a message to listserv@listserv.kent.edu
 sub OFLA firstname lastname
We'd like to thank Dr. Teresa Minick of KSU for her help in moving the listserv!
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Help Turn the Spotlight on the 
Stars of Our Profession!
Mary Goodwin, Awards Committee Chair

Give back—do your part for the 
future of our profession:

Contribute to the OFLA Foundation
The OFLA Foundation was established by the Board to enable members and other interested parties 
to contribute funds to be used to promote world language education. Funds contributed will be used 
to defray the expenses of a number of pre-service world language education students to attend the 
OFLA annual conference and to assist those participating in immersion experiences. Any contribution 
made "in memory" or "in honor" of someone will be applied to this fund.

You you can contribute directly to this worthy endeavor, please send your check (payable to OFLA, 
with "Foundation" inscribed on the memo line) to the address shown below. Alternatively you can 
include a contribution on your membership form if you are sending in a renewal.  

Kathy Lewton
OFLA Treasurer

Wadsworth Middle School
150 Silvercreek Road

Wadsworth OH 44281

Donations are tax-deductible and receipts will be issued to all donors. Those who contribute $20 
or more will be recognized in the awards program booklet and on the OFLA Web site.

To bestow its annual 
awards, OFLA relies 
on members to 
nominate qualified 
candidates. 
Do you know a language teacher 
whose work is so exemplary that 
he or she should be an example 
for other Ohio language teach-
ers? Nominate that person for the 
Leona Glenn Award for Outstand-
ing Foreign Language teacher.  
Actually there are three awards, 
one each for Elementary, Middle 
School/Junior High, and High 
School teachers. Or perhaps that 
dynamite teacher serves language 
students at the Post-secondary 
level.  That person should be a 
candidate for the Ed Allen Award 
for Outstanding College Foreign 
Language Instructor.  

What about that beginning 
teacher in your district who has 
inspired students and added 
spark to your language program 
with innovative contributions?  
That’s the perfect candidate for the 
Beginning Teacher Award.  Some 
of you may have a very helpful 
administrator who has shown 
strong support for your language 
program. Nominate him or her for 
the Outstanding Administrator 
in Support of Foreign Language 
Award.  We all have friends who 
have exhibited exceptional sup-
port for languages.  What better 
way to honor them than to nomi-
nate them for the Educator Friend 
of Foreign Language Award or the 
Non-Educator Friend of Foreign 
Language Award. 

These are but a few of the 
many awards OFLA offers each 

year to honor those who contrib-
ute considerably to our profession.  
Take the time NOW to think about 
the colleagues you would like to 
honor by nominating them for an 
OFLA award. Peruse the award 
categories and requirements on 
page 12 of this issue as well as the 
nomination form on page 13.  If 
you are so inclined you may print 
the same information from the 
OFLA website www.ofla-online.
org.  The process is easy but please 
remember the deadline is Decem-
ber 1, 2007.  

If you have questions or con-
cerns about the process, please 
contact Mary Goodwin, Awards 
Committee chair at awards@ofla-
online.com .
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Let’s Emphasize Our 
Successes!

Ohio’s 
Businesses in 
the Classroom
Development of 
Speakers Bureau
Another goal set by the Public 
Relations Committee is the de-
velopment of a Speakers Bureau. 
The bureau would consist of 
business representatives who 
would be willing to discuss the 
use of foreign language in the 
workforce.

The vision is for the bureau to 
be regionalized thereby allowing 
teachers to contact speakers who 
are relatively nearby. Admittedly, 
I was surprised this summer as I 
researched businesses in Ohio. 
I found more companies with 
international connections than 
I expected! The committee is 
interested in hearing about your 
experience with any company 
that has already provided speak-
ers for your classroom.

Share Our Teaching Brochure
Considering Career Choices: Teaching World Languages 
Fellow OFLA members are encouraged to look at and to share the teaching brochure prepared for the 2007 OFLA Confer-
ence. For your convenience, the brochure is available online at our OFLA Website, the ODE Foreign Language Standards 
Page, and the ODE Career Paths for the Teaching Professions Page. 

• The OFLA Website at
http://www.ofla-online.com/addl_files/WebsiteDocs/TeachingOHFL.pdf, or

• The Foreign Language Standards Page at
http://www.ode.state.oh.us/GD/Templates/Pages/ODE/ODEPrimary.aspx?page=2&TopicRelationID=337, or

• The Career Paths for the Teaching Professions Page at 
http://www.ode.state.oh.us/GD/Templates/Pages/ODE/ODEDetail.aspx?page=3&TopicRelationID=517&Cont

entID=28173&Content=30518.

We suggest that you not only look at the brochure, but print copies for the guidance counselors at your school. And, 
better yet, print the brochure, make copies and distribute to your students. Help them to consider making a difference 
in the world by teaching a language!

Needed - Examples of 
Our Contributions to 
the Global Workforce
You can become a vital part of the 
committee’s attempt! We need 
you to help provide examples of 
former students’ successes in the 
workforce. Ohio, with its varied 
industries having international 
connections, is an important part 
of the global economy. In fact, 
Ohio is the 6th largest exporter 
state in the U.S. Many of our stu-
dents have joined the workforce 
here while others are in places 
around the world. 

If you know a former student 
whose career has been impacted 
by foreign language study, the 
committee would like to know. 
Or, perhaps you have some other 
ideas concerning these announce-
ments. If so, please contact me at 
vppr@ofla-online.org. The com-
mittee welcomes your input!

Promoting Our Profession
Roslyn Terek, Vice President for Public Relations

As I took office last fall, I didn’t re-
alize that I would be stepping into 
a year filled with concerns from 
so many colleagues. Language 
programs are disappearing faster 
than I can ever remember. New 
programs are replacing those 
that have been offered for years. 
What can we do in an attempt to 
maintain our programs while we 
begin to offer new ones? We can 
emphasize our successes!

The idea is certainly not a 
new one. At the 2007 Conference, 
The Public Relations Committee 
decided that we would create 
both public service announce-
ments and flyers to promote 
our cause. We would do this by 
providing examples of success-
ful people who use language 
for everyday life and work. The 
committee is investigating ways 
to produce and to disseminate 
this information.
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The Awards Committee is accepting nominations for awards in the categories described below (postmark deadline:  Decem-
ber 1, 2007).   Awards are not necessarily made each year in each category.  If you wish to nominate a deserving colleague 
for a specific award, please use the official nomination form on the next page:
 1. Name of nominee.
 2. His/Her business address, work phone and home phone number.
 3. Your name, home address and telephone.
 4. A statement detailing why the individual was nominated for this award.  (We suggest you obtain the individual’s 

agreement to be nominated and confirm that he/she is an OFLA member, when that is required for the award.)
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
The above are the minimum requirements.  It is helpful to the committee and strengthens a nominee’s case if other informa-
tion is provided as well. For example, a brief curriculum vitae, letters of support from other colleagues, and similar documents 
strongly support a nomination.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Nomination letters and supporting documentation for  2007–2008 awards should be sent to:  
Mary Goodwin, 34 Walnut Creek Drive, Holland, OH 43528.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
DEADLINE:  The nomination packet should be postmarked by  December 1, 2007 .   Due to time constraints, nomina-
tions received after December 15 may not be considered.

Leona Glenn Awards for 
Outstanding Foreign Language 
Teacher
Three awards:  Elementary FL Teacher; 

Middle School/Jr. High FL Teacher; 
High School Teacher

Qualifications:
• More than half-time in field/OFLA 

member
• Outstanding Teacher
• Dedicated service to the profession

Ed Allen Award for Outstand-
ing College Foreign Language 
Instructor
Qualifications:
 • Post-secondary level OFLA member
 • More than half-time in field
 • Outstanding teacher 
 • Dedicated service to the profession

Beginning Teacher Award
 • Elem/Sec FL educator/OFLA mem-

ber    
 • 5 years or less of teaching experi-

ence      
 •  innovative contributions to FL teach-

ing
 • more than half-time in field        

Outstanding Professional Ser-
vice Award
Qualifications:
 • Foreign language educator/OFLA 

member
 • Outstanding service to the profes-

sion including at least some kind of 
service to OFLA

Outstanding Administrator in 
Support of Foreign Language 
Award
Qualifications:
 • Administrator in school or school 

district
 • Strong support of FL
 • Recommended by FL teacher in that 

system

Outstanding Teacher Award for 
Less Commonly Taught Lan-
guages 
Qualifications:
 • FL Educator/OFLA member
 • Successful in expanding/maintain-

ing enrollment in FL 
 • Program in existence at least three 

years

Educator Friend of Foreign Lan-
guages Award
Qualifications:
 • Non-foreign language educator
 • Exceptional support of foreign lan-

guages
 • Recommended by FL teacher in that 

system

Non-Educator Friend of Foreign 
Languages Award
Qualifications:
 • Non-educator
 • Exceptional support of foreign lan-

guages

Community Service Award
Qualifications:
 • Foreign language educator/OFLA 

member
 • Carries FL news/message/inspira-

tion beyond the school or school 
system

 • Outstanding public relations

Nominations for 2007-2008 OFLA Awards

Award Categories
Outstanding Program Award
May be awarded to Elementary–Sec-

ondary Level and/or to College/
University Level program.

Qualifications:
• Program that goes far beyond normal 

foreign language education activi-
ties

• Program that has some unique dis-
tinction

• Program that involves a group of 
educators

 
Outstanding Foreign Language 
Technology Award
Qualifications:
 •  FL educator/OFLA member
 • innovative use of technology in FL 

education 

Publications Award
Qualifications:
 • Foreign language educator/OFLA 

member
 • Outstanding professional publica-

tions
a. refereed journal
b. pedagogical book
c. editorial services
d. materials for student use

 • Candidates should have contributed 
in quality and quantity to more than 
one category.

Distinguished Career Award
Qualifications:
• Retired FL educator/former (or con-

tinuing) OFLA member
• Exceptional cumulative career 

teaching, service and/or other lan-
guage-related accomplishments
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Nominating person(s)/organization:

Address:

Phone: home (        )    work (  )  

e-mail: 

Candidate to Be Nominated

Name of candidate:

Nomination for:   Award (list specific award)

Present position/title:

Address:

Phone: home (            )     work (  )    

OFLA  Awards 2007-2008 Nomination Form
(Please type or print)

Supporting Nomination Statement
(Include a typed rationale for nomination.)

Please include the nominee’s curriculum vitae, letters of support, and additional supporting documentation.  
CV or resume should not exceed 3 pages
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OFLA Conference 2008
Foreign Languages – Creating a World of Understanding

April 3–5 • Hyatt Regency Cincinnati • Cincinnati, OH

Come Join us in Cincinnati! 

OFLA 2008: Foreign Languages—
Creating a World of Understanding

Early Bird Registration Rates
(Postmarked by March 15, 2008)
OFLA Member ........................................ $45
(Annual dues $35.00 received by Dec. 1)
Non-Member ........................................... $80
(Includes yearly dues of $35)
Full-time student & OFLA member ... $15
(Annual dues $10.00 received by Dec. 1)
Full-time student non-member ........... $25
(Includes yearly dues of $10)

Regular Conference Registration Rates
(Postmarked March 2–10.After Mar. 10 register on site)
OFLA Member ...................................................$65
(Annual dues $35.00 received by Dec. 1)
Non-Member ......................................................$100
(Includes yearly dues of $35)
Full-time student & OFLA member ..............$20
(Annual dues $10.00 received by Dec. 1)
Full-time student non-member ......................$30
(Includes yearly dues of $10)

Registration fee will be waived for primary presenter. Workshop rates are $30 (2 hours) and $60 (4 hours).

Thursday—Full-day and Half-day workshops, Exhibition Opening, Welcome Reception
Friday—Workshops & Sessions, Exhibits, Keynote Speaker
Saturday—Half-day workshops, Sessions, Exhibits, Award Luncheon

The Hyatt Regency 
Cincinnati, site of the 2008 
OFLA Annual Conference, 

April 3–5

Hyatt Regency Hotel
151 W Fifth Street
Cincinnati, OH 45202

Tel: 513-579-1234

www.cincinnati.hyatt.com 

Hotel Reservation Deadline: March 15, 2008   
Single/Double $129 per night (+ tax)

When reserving room(s), mention “OFLA” 
to receive the special conference rate.
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OFLA Conference 2008
Foreign Languages – Creating a World of Understanding

April 3–5 • Hyatt Regency Cincinnati • Cincinnati, OH

2008 Cincinnati Conference Hospitality Desk
Request for Cincinnati Area Teachers 

As this academic year begins, we enter our classrooms focused on our students. We are ready to teach; we are probably 
not ready to think of the April 2008 Conference. Yes, it is only September, but it is never too early to plan!

As I think about last year’s conference, I am reminded of the contacts I made with several Cleveland area students and 
teachers. These gracious colleagues helped to manage the Hospitality Desk when the OFLA Board Members presented 
sessions or were called on to other duties. They were busy greeting participants, answering questions and distributing 
information. They made contacts, attended sessions and networked. This year, I look forward to having Cincinnati area 
teachers volunteer for the Hospitality Desk. If you are a Cincinnati area member who is planning to attend the 2008 
Conference, make plans to volunteer at the Hospitality Desk. Contact information will be in the next Cardinal issue. You 
will definitely gain from the experience!

OFLA Announces 3rd Annual 
Administrators Breakfast!

The Ohio Foreign Language Association would like to invite 
superintendents, curriculum directors, principals, guidance 
counselors, and other administrators to a special breakfast 
at 9:00 am on Friday, April 4, 2008 at our Annual Conference 
in Cincinnati.

Following the breakfast, the administrators will be invited 
to visit our exhibit area, attend sessions, etc. We think they will 
be impressed by the wide variety of sessions, workshops, and 
other professional development activities that we offer.

Written invitations will be mailed to administrators in 
Southwest Ohio later in the year, but this event is not limited 
to administrators in that region. Further information about 
reservations, etc. will be available in the next two OFLA 
newsletters.

It’s not too early to start talking to your administrator 
about the breakfast so that he/she might save the date.

Invite your administrator to a 

FREE BREAKFAST

Date: Friday, April 4, 2008

Time: 9:00 am

Contact: Mark Himmelein 

 at pres@ofla-online.org.

Conference Scholarships available for students:
Do you know high school or college students who plan to become foreign language teachers? Bring them to the OFLA 
conference to attend sessions, see what the vendors have to offer, network with their peers, and generally get a head start 
on their future profession.

This year, thanks to member contributions to the Foundation (see page 10), OFLA will once again be offering scholarships 
for high-school and university students to attend the conference (High-school students must be from the Cincinnati area).

For more information, contact the Scholarship Committee at scholar@ofla-online.org. Application forms are available 
on the website at ofla-online.org. Printed applications and additional information will also be available in an upcoming 
Cardinal.
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OFLA Conference 2008
Foreign Languages – Creating a World of Understanding

April 3–5 • Hyatt Regency Cincinnati • Cincinnati, OH

Conference Program Cover Design 
Contest for Students
OFLA is pleased to announce the 2008 Design Contest for the program for this year’s conference to be held in Cincinnati, 
April 3–5! The winning design will serve as the cover for the 2008 Conference Program book and the OFLA Awards Lun-
cheon booklet. The winning artist will receive a cash award of $100 to complement the prestige of having the design appear 
on OFLA’s publications and website! Second and third place winners will be awared $75 and $50. The contest is open to all 
foreign language students at the K–12 levels. of all ages.

Note carefully the requirements listed below:

1. Entries must be submitted both in black on white paper (8.5 x 11 inches) and electronically (on disk, on CD-ROM). PC or 
Macintosh formats are acceptable.

2. The theme of this year’s conference must be prominently featured in the design: 

Foreign Languages – Creating a World of Understanding
3. The words “Ohio Foreign Language Association Annual Conference; April 3–5, 2008, Cincinnati, Ohio, Dr. Mark W. Him-

melein, President,” must also be displayed. This has typically been done at the bottom of the design.

4. Each design must be the student’s original work and no copyrighted graphics are permitted.

5. Entries will be judged by the following criteria:
• Capturing the essence of the theme in an original and appealing manner
• Visual appeal (layout)
• Artistic flair, neatness and precision
• Accuracy in spelling and punctuation

6. Entrants must be currently enrolled in a foreign language class taught by an OFLA member.

7. All decisions by the judges are final, and all winning entries become the property of OFLA.

8. Each entry must include the student’s name, grade, and language studied, as well as the teacher’s name, email, school 
mailing address and telephone number.

9. All entries must be postmarked by November 16, 2007 and sent to:

Dr. Mark W. Himmelein

OFLA Program Contest

Mount Union College

1972 Clark Ave.

Alliance, Ohio 44601

Encourage your students to enter the design contest TODAY 
so they can win cash prizes!
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OFLA Conference 2008
Foreign Languages – Creating a World of Understanding

April 3–5 • Hyatt Regency Cincinnati • Cincinnati, OH

Session/Workshop Proposals
Plan now to join us at the Cincinnati Hyatt Regency Hotel, April 3–5, 2008

Foreign Languages – Creating a
World of Understanding

You will need to provide the following information and 
complete the online proposal form by October 19, 2007:

Primary presenter contact information
Name
Preferred mailing address
Preferred Phone contact
E-mail address
School association
List any co-presenters for this session; only you will be contacted, but all names will be listed in the program. 

Description of your workshop or session in 75 words or less

Type of session
❑ Half-day or full-day workshop
❑  50-minute professional session
❑  50-minute exhibitor session

The primary presenter  of a professional session receives free registration. There is a $300 stipend for the primary pre-
senter of a full-day workshop and $150 for half-day workshop (with a minimum of ten participants).

Language of your presentation and samples

Intended Audience (Classroom teacher, teacher trainer, etc.)

Focus of your topic (Professional development, etc.)

Audio-Visual Equipment: An overhead projector and screen will be provided. Any other AV equipment will incur a fee.

Please consult the online form at 
www.ofla-online.com

Look for preliminary program information on the website in December.
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Cardinal Notebook
Janet Irvin, Contributing Editor

Planning for a new school year 
is less like a sprint and more like 
a marathon. A 26–miler, to be 
exact. Olympic in nature, teach-
ing a language class involves the 
world, runs regardless of weather, 
taxes my strength, endurance and 
mental fitness. But completing 
the year with students who have 
grown in knowledge and ability 
provides a reward that can’t be 
measured by ordinary standards. 
Knowing this, I set myself an edu-
cational training regimen to help 
me finish the race in a winning 
position. Please allow me to share 
my plan with you.

Tip #1: Set your goals. 

To begin without a goal is to wan-
der aimlessly along the course, 
but goals needn’t be one-para-
graph in length. A simple goal 
of survival is acceptable. So is 
covering x number of chapters or 
incorporating more oral practice 
or offering after-school tutoring 
sessions. Three is a good number 

of goals—enough to challenge but 
not too many to dismay. 

Tip #2: Be realistic about 
what you can accomplish. 

You are only one person—a su-
perhero, of course,—but only 
one. Acknowledge the limitations 
of time, money and endurance. 
Then, start running.

Tip #3: Set high 
expectations for yourself 

and for your students. 

Model the behavior and the work 
ethic you wish to see each day. 
Want them to speak the language? 
Speak it yourself at every oppor-
tunity, even those days when it 
seems a struggle to speak ANY 
language correctly. (If you don’t 
have those days, I salute you!) 

Want them to co-operate in 
groups? Model the behavior by 
taking part in a group activity with 
them. Want them to score well on 
tests? Give them mental warm-ups 
before the evaluation begins. 

I set a goal for every student 
to achieve at 

least an 80% 
on every quiz 

or test. Do we 
get there? Not 
often. But the 

goal remains 
and I restate it 
every time and 

I tell them I never 
g ive  up . 

Imagine the celebration when 
someone who hasn’t reached that 
goal finally achieves it. 

What about those who may 
never get there? I tell them that you 
can plan to run the race, but if you 
never take a step onto the course, 
for sure you will never even make 
it halfway. And halfway is farther 
than you would have gone by 
staying at the starting line. We go 
the distance together.

Tip #4: Use the draft 
principle. 

If you feel yourself falling behind, 
find a colleague and run in her 
wake. We can pull each other 
along, just like cyclists or racecar 
drivers. Collegiality involves 
consultation, discussion, sharing 
of ideas as well as worksheets, 
scissors, projects. Who under-
stands us better than one who 
runs beside us? 

Tip #5: Check out the 
crowd. 

By that I mean parents, adminis-
trators, secretaries, all the support 
people who can make our race 
better. Make first contact. Thank 
everyone who helps out. Do 
something nice for a colleague 
who needs a boost. Accept water 
from an outstretched hand. A 
marathon can be a lonely race. Let 
the onlookers cheer you on.

Tip #6: Enjoy the race. 

We are blessed with the opportu-
nity to touch lives in a positive, 
nurturing way. Who knows? The 
young person who watches us 
race today may enter the field 
tomorrow. What a legacy!

Running the Language 10K
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Professional Development:
The OFLA Fall Workshop

The 2007 OFLA Fall Workshop
A New Perspective on Assessment: 
A Holistic Approach

The OFLA Fall Workshop will take place Saturday, September 29, 2007 at Ashland University in Ashland 
Ohio.  Martha Pero and Jane Rauschenberg will be the primary presenters of the full-day workshop 
from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm.  Registration opens at 9:30 with coffee and pastries.  Sandwich lunch will be 
included as part of the day’s activities.  Many thanks to Dr. William Cummins for making the arrange-
ments at Ashland University and to the entire faculty in the Foreign Language Department for hosting 
our workshop this year.

Assessment topics will include:                         
I.  Introduction to assessment literacy:  Expanding assessment knowledge to grow professionally as a 

world language educator

II.   Overview of learner self-assessment:  Incorporating LinguaFolio to foster student ownership of lan-
guage learning and cultural interaction

III.  Creating a suite of assessments:  Strengthening the validity and reliability of assessment results with 
multiple measures of assessment

IV.  Planning through backwards design: Adopting a student outcomes-based model of assessment to 
guide curricular planning

Each participant will receive a certificate for 5 contact hours upon completion of the workshop.

Deadline for registration will be Monday, September 24.  Registration is $15 for OFLA members and $50 
for non-OFLA members which includes OFLA registration.  Lunch is included.  Please send the registra-
tion form (see below) and a check made out to OFLA to the workshop coordinator: Patrice Castillo, 44 
Delaware St., Lexington, OH 44904

The workshop will be held in 138 Schar Hall (in the Lecture Hall), 410 College Avenue, Ashland, Ohio.  
All locations on the campus have the same address.  Schar Hall is located on the corner of Samaritan 
Avenue and College Blvd.  Parking is available just past Schar Hall.  You can do a mapquest for direc-
tions from your home  or visit http://www.exploreashland.com/visit-directions.html for directions to 
get to the AU campus.
___________________________________________________________________________________________

OFLA Fall Workshop Registration-Saturday, September 29. 2007

Name_________________________________Phone_______________________Cell____________________
Address_____________________________________E-mail_________________________________________
City and Zip__________________________________Languages taught______________________________
School__________________________________________________OFLA member?  Yes_______ No_______

Registration $15—includes lunch (add  $35 for OFLA enrollment if not already an OFLA member)
Please make checks payable to OFLA. Amount enclosed $_______.  
Vegetarian sandwich preferred?_____
Mail check and registration to Patrice Castillo, 44 Delaware St., Lexington, OH 44904
For more information e-mail profdev@ofla-online.org
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A Call for French Teachers to take the 2007-2008 
Challenge: Achieve National Board Certification
Susan Colville-Hall, OFLA Chair, Teacher Education and Licensure Committee:

Don’t wait another year; it will be too late!!  
Although certification through 
National Board for Professional 
Teaching Standards (NBPTS) has 
been open to world language 
teachers since 2001, last year 
there were fewer than 50 French 
teachers who pursued certifica-
tion. Unless more French teacher 
candidates, at least 50 or more, 
sign up by December 31st of this 
year (2007- 2008) to pursue certi-
fication, we are at risk of losing 
National Board Certification for 
French teachers.  

The predicted consequences: 
French will lose the prestige of 
being a discipline assessed by the 
National Board for Professional 
Teaching Standards. This is what 
happened to German, Latin and 
Japanese.  Spanish would be the 
only language assessed in the cate-
gory World Languages Other than 
English.  Principals who wanted 
only highly qualified teachers, 
might hesitate to hire French teach-
ers because they could not become 
Nationally Board Certified Teach-
ers (NBCTs).

Act now!!!  If you are a k-12 
teacher, decide now to enter the 
certification process.  If you teach 
at another level, encourage all 
your colleagues in K-12 French 
instruction to pursue NBPTS cer-
tification.   Do not hesitate; there 
may never be a better time. If one 
year seems too little time for you 
to complete the challenging com-
mitment, think of it as a two or 
three year process and complete 
the portions you feel you are ready 
to handle each year.

Financial assistance: 
Check with your district for pos-
sible financial aid or with a local 
university that supports National 
Board Certification through grants.  
Scholarships have been available 
at University of Akron and other 
institutions throughout Ohio. 

Reasons to strive for Na-
tional Board Certification: 
According to an article on and 
by the NBPTS, “Research dem-
onstrates that quality instruction 
from highly qualified teachers is 
important; accomplished teach-
ers help students to reach high 
standards of learning.”   To sum-
marize, the National Board for 
Professional Teaching Standards 
set standards for accomplished 
teachers and established a volun-
tary system to assess and certify 
teachers who meet these stan-
dards.  This was accomplished 
by teachers, teacher educators, 
and professional organizations 
in the foreign language teaching 
profession, who, after working 
collaboratively, articulated the 
critical skills and knowledge that 
distinguish effective teaching in a 
foreign language.  The standards 
represent the consensus of these 
professional educators and are 
recognized as one measure of a 
highly qualified teacher.

Professional Develop-
ment:   National Board Certified 
Teachers who have been through 
the rigorous process of certification 
will say that it is “one of the best 
professional development experi-
ences in their teaching careers.”  
According to NBPTS,

”The process allows teachers 
to engage in analytic study of their 
classroom practice as teachers.  
Teacher reflection becomes an em-
bedded habit as a result.  For some 
teachers, the intrinsic rewards of 
this opportunity are an end in itself.  
Others are recognized with finan-
cial incentives that substantially 
enhance their salaries.  Districts 
often are able to retain high qual-
ity teachers in the classroom with 
financial incentives, alleviating the 
attrition of good teachers to other 
positions in and out of teaching.  

National Board Certification can 
open doors to many teacher leader-
ship opportunities while allowing 
these teachers to continue to do 
what they do best: teach.  NBCTs 
speak at professional conferences, 
support professional growth in 
other teachers, work as part of their 
school communities to enhance 
student outcomes, and promote 
teaching as a professional career.“

Research:  A recent study 
by Goldhaber (2004) comparing 
the students of National Board 
Certified Teachers to students of 
teachers who had not achieved 
this distinction concluded that 
students of NBCTs significantly 
outperformed the comparison 
group.  NBCTs  did a “measurably 
better”  job in the classroom.  In 
another study, researchers found 
NBCTs outperformed non-NBCTS 
on eleven of thirteen key dimen-
sions of teaching expertise (UNC, 
Greensboro, 2000).

A call to action:  French 
teachers who are NBCTs are more 
easily hired by districts seeking 
highly qualified teachers.  If the 
French teaching profession loses 
the opportunity to be “highly quali-
fied,” it will be much more difficult 
for French teachers across the 
continent to maintain their recog-
nition for excellence and prestige 
as outstanding foreign language 
teachers.  As a profession, we again 
risk decreasing enrollment levels 
and program elimination. At a 
time when there is an increasing 
necessity for competent speakers of 
French for the purposes of national 
security, we cannot drop the ball.   

Don’t waste another minute!   
Sign up now to achieve Nation-
al Board Certification. To learn 
more…
Telephone:  1-800-22 TEACH
Go to the web site: 
 www.nbpts.org
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What Is A Fulbright Hays Seminar 
Abroad Project?
Rita Stroempl, Ph.D.

Just a few days ago, I returned 
from a June 24–July 29th Fulbright-
Hays Seminar Abroad Program 
in Thailand and Viet Nam.  It was 
one of the most intriguing, brave, 
quality-oriented professional ex-
periences of my three-decade plus 
years of service.

The purpose of a F-H seminar 
abroad is to provide travel and 
short-term study for U.S. educators 
in the humanities and the social 
sciences who wish to improve their 
understanding and knowledge 
of the culture(s) and people(s) of 
the country or countries applied 
for that particular competitive 
application year.  It is essentially 
all expenses paid, all planning 

done (other than your individual 
project), most meals covered.  In 
the host countries, Fulbrighters 
participate in a broad spectrum of 
community and social activities, 
in addition to fulfilling the pro-
fessional objectives stated in the 
application process.  

In addition, once the par-
ticipant is home again, the project 
curriculum needs to be done and 
submitted within 90 days. Of 
course, the enlightened teacher 
also incorporates this curriculum 
into her or his lesson plan, and de-
livers an explanation of what was 
learned to interested colleagues 
and community members.

Eligible participants include 

elementary, middle, and high 
school educators in the fields of 
languages, humanities, social 
sciences, including teachers, librar-
ians, curriculum specialists, or 
administrators from institutions 
of higher education.  Further in-
formation can be found on the U.S. 
Department of Education website:  
http://www.ed.gov.  

I plan to present a session dur-
ing our OFLA Conference, April 
3–5, 2008, at the Hyatt Regency 
Cincinnati on my seminar expe-
riences, and how I incorporated 
them into lesson plans and an 
interdisciplinary unit with a col-
league.

Regent’s Academy—Summer 
Immersion Program
Rebecca Chism, Kent State University

The summer session of the Ohio 
Regent’s Foreign Language Acad-
emy was a resounding success! 
Kent State University, Bowling 
Green University, and Oberlin Col-
lege received a grant from the Ohio 
Board of Regents to host a Summer 
Foreign Language Academy for 
50 Ohio high school juniors and 

seniors.
Students 
studied 
Arabic, 
Chinese, 
Japa-
nese and 
Russian 
during a 
four-week 
immersion 
session, to 
be fol-
lowed by a 
year-long 

continuation during academic 
year 2007–2008.

The Academy kicked off its 
residential summer language im-
mersion experience at Kent State 
University on June 24 with an 
opening ceremony and banquet; 
the ceremony featured a bala-
laika orchestra, a contemporary 
musician playing Arabic music 
and a Japanese drumming group. 
Students and their families were 
in attendance.

Students were involved in 
a five-day-a-week residential 
experience at Kent State Univer-
sity where they lived in language 
houses and had daily classes 
followed by evening immersion 
experiences where they were 
exposed to Arabic, Chinese, Japa-
nese, and Russian in film, games, 
music, cuisine and conversation. 

The summer portion of the 
academy concluded with a closing 

ceremony, featuring the students 
performing Arabic dances, a Chi-
nese language play, Japanese drum 
routines, and Russian language 
songs. The students were very en-
thusiastic about their experiences, 
many citing that while being “chal-
lenged” they had “fun” learning 
their new languages. Many also 
mentioned their interest in con-
tinuing their studies and perhaps 
even traveling to the countries 
where their language is spoken. 

Students who completed the 
summer academy will continue 
on to earn four additional credits 
during several mini-immersion 
Saturday sessions during the 
2007–2008 school year. The eight 
credit hours they earn are intend-
ed to satisfy high school language 
requirements and will count to-
ward fulfilling college language 
requirements at Ohio institutions 
of higher education.Students at the Chinese Academy at 

Miami University Hamilton
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Let’s Blog!
Hi OFLA members!  We now have 
a blog.  It’s called OFLA BLOG.

For anyone unfamiliar with 
the word blog, it is the morphed 
combination of web + log.  There 
are many other morphed words 
related to blogs and podcasting.  
For example, video + log = vlog.  
Video podcast is sometimes called 
a vidcast (video + podcast) or you 
may hear the term vodcast (video 
+ podcast).

What are we going to 
do with our blog?  
Well, let’s blog about blogging.  
We can ………
• share activities on how to use 

a blog with students;
• share information and ideas 

about integrating images, au-
dio files, podcasts, etc.;

• share ideas on using blogs for 
reading, writing, listening and 
speaking activities.

• share URLs (web addresses) of 
blog sites in the target language 
to use as authentic materials;

• share ideas on how to collabo-
rate with each other as world 
language instructors;

• share ideas on how our stu-
dents can collaborate with 
other schools in the U.S. or 
with schools in other coun-
tries;

• share ways to assess student 
writing / speaking in a blog 
environment;

• share rubrics;
• share concerns about blogs; 

and
• discuss other topics of interest 

related to world languages and 
blogs. 

Where is it?
Go to  http://oflablog.blogspot.
com in order to view our blog and 
to add comments to a post.  Don’t 
worry if you make a mistake.  It’s 
a blog where we can all learn and 
share information.  Also, mistakes 
can be corrected or deleted.  

How do I leave a 
comment?
When you go to the OFLA BLOG, 
you will see some postings.  At 
the end of each post, there is a 
line that says “Post a Comment”.  
Click on the comment link, which 
will reveal a dialogue box (see 
image below).  
• Type your comment in the 

textbox
• Choose an identity  
The easiest thing is to select 
OTHER, the radio button in the 
middle.
• Please type in your NAME.  It 

could be your first name or a 
name like Sra. Perkins.  It says 

it is optional, but without 
some kind of identifiers, all 
comments appear as anony-
mous.  

• If you want to share your web-
page, feel free to fill in the last 
line.

• You can publish your comment 
right away or you have the op-
tion to preview it first.

Why can’t I see the 
comments?
• After you publish your com-

ment, you may have to refresh 
the page.  

• Also, be sure to use the scroll 
bar on the right hand side of the 
comment dialogue box.  The 
comments are placed above 
the textbox for adding a com-
ment.

What can I do today?
Go to our OFLA BLOG.   http://
oflablog.blogspot.com You will 
find a variety of posts upon which 
you can leave a comment.

Technology and World Languages 
Committee
Theresa Minick

• P o s t  w h e r e 
you can leave 
addresseses of 
blogs in the tar-
get language

• Post where you 
can share activ-
ities for using 
blogs with stu-
dents

• Post where you 
can leave ques-
t i o n s  a b o u t 
blogs

Let’s blog 
at OFLA 
blog!!
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NNELL (National Network for Early 
Language Learning) News
Cheryl Ames, Ohio NNELL Rep

The NNELL Summer Institute 
for State and Regional Represen-
tatives took place at Iowa State 
University in Ames, Iowa, from 
June 30–July 2, 2007.  

The theme this summer was 
“Mentoring, Leadership, and 
Change”.  Cherice Montgomery of 
Michigan State University, was the 
Keynote Speaker.  Her excellent 
sessions focused on developing 
mentoring skills, learning about 
leadership styles, and looking 
at ways to encourage positive 
change.  

Cherice also provided us with 
some great technology tips.  To 
share good web sites with others 
by posting them on-line, you can 
go to “delicious” http://del.icio.
us/nnell. Check out this site!  It is 
organized in such a way that it is 
easy to find information on a spe-
cific topic related to early language 
learning.  After you register, you 
can also add websites of interest.  

Another good technology tip 
was to use iPods (or other MP3 
players) to record interviews and 
conversations between students.  
After you purchase and connect a 
small recording device to the bot-
tom of your iPod, you can record 
a conversation with a partner.  
When you have finished, the iPods 
in the class can be passed to other 

students to hear each others’ con-
versations.    

Institute participants also 
learned about different early lan-
guage learning program models.  
NNELL president, Terry Cacca-
vale, provided information on the 
long standing French immersion 
and Spanish FLES programs in the 
Holliston, Massachusetts Public 
Schools.  

NNELL vice-president, Paula 
Patrick, gave a presentation on the 
partial immersion and two-way 
immersion programs being put 
in place in Fairfax County Public 
Schools in Fairfax, Virginia.  A 
website for more information 
is http://www.fcps.edu/DIS/
OHSICS/forlang/index.htm.  

Northeast Regional Rep, 
Virginia Staugaitis, provided in-
formation on FLES and Content 
Enriched FLES for the Shepaug 
Valley School District in Con-
necticut.  

Mari Haas, New Mexico Rep, 
gave the group information about 
the use of SALSA videos which 
provide a base for Spanish instruc-
tion in Wyoming.

EMC Publishing, Wright 
Group, and Santillana helped 
sponsor the Institute.  Representa-
tives from these three companies 
demonstrated new products.  

Marcia Spielberger, World Lan-
guages and ESOL Consultant and 
Santillana Rep, gave a very use-
ful presentation on what can be 
done to make an early language 
program successful.  

This year is the 20th anniver-
sary of NNELL.  There will be 
a special celebration at ACTFL 
to commemorate the continuing 
growth and success of our national 
organization devoted to early 
language learning.  Please plan to 
attend ACTFL and celebrate!

If you are not a member of 
NNELL, please consider joining.  
The dues are very reasonable at 
$30 for a regular individual mem-
bership, and $15 for students.  
NNELL publishes an excellent 
journal twice a year called Learn-
ing Languages.  

As a member, you also receive 
E-NNELL notes three times a year, 
which help keep you up-to-date 
with early language learning ac-
tivities nationwide.  Members also 
have access on the NNELL web 
page www.nnell.org to advocacy 
and program building tips.  So, 
join us!  As a national organiza-
tion our voices are stronger to help 
support early language learning.

Scholarship Opportunities For Students Interested In 
Becoming World Language Educators
• OFLA Conference 2008: for high school and college students to attend the annual conference
• Study Abroad: for students who plan on enhancing their language and cultural knowledge in an immersion experi-

ence in another country
• Camp OFLA: for young students to participate in fun cultural and language activities in a camp setting

For more information on these scholarships and/or to obtain applications visit http://ofla-online.org, click on the Com-
mittee link, then the Scholarship link.
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Camp OFLA 2007
Cheryl Ames, Committee on Early Language Learning

Combining the fun of learning 
a foreign language with great 
activities in a beautiful setting is 
becoming a tradition for Camp 
OFLA!  Our third year of Camp 
OFLA was held June 10-16 at 
Camp Templed Hills in Bellville, 
Ohio.  “A Week in the Life of 
Camp OFLA” was the theme this 
year, as the focus was on learning 
vocabulary and functional chunks 
of language related to everyday 
activities, such as getting ready 
for the day, eating, and getting 
around camp.  Fifty campers 
learned French, German, Japa-
nese, or Spanish for the week. 

Campers participated in 
many language-learning activities 
in line with our theme.  The target 
language was woven into morn-
ing flag raising, meal times, arts 
and crafts, singing and dancing, 
and cooking.  Campers received a 
camp manual the first day of camp 
to help guide them with basic vo-
cabulary and structures that they 
would use during the week.  Eve-
ning cultural activities focused on 
a particular language and culture, 
and were for everyone at camp.  
While campers stayed with their 
language groups throughout the 

day except for recreation time, the 
evenings were an opportunity 
for everyone to have time to 
spend together and make new 
friends. 

New this year at Camp 
OFLA was a “counselor in 
training” opportunity for 
returning middle school 
age campers who were in-
terested in being camper 
leaders.  Counselors in Train-
ing (CITs) participated in all 
camper activities and also 
helped counselors create the 
language specific evening cul-
tural sessions.  They served 
as facilitators and role models 
in language learning activities 
and helped the younger campers 
learn camp routines.  Most of our 
CIT’s this year were returning for 
the third year to Camp OFLA.  It 
was great to see them all again!  
We hope that as they pursue their 
language study in high school 
that in a few years they will be 
Camp OFLA counselors.     

The co-directors for this year’s 
camp were Lucas Hoffman, who 
teaches French and Spanish at 
Toledo Public Schools, and Lee 
Link, who is a graduate assis-

tant at OSU 
and the Japa-
nese teacher 
at Gahanna-
Lincoln High 
School.  Lee 
was also the 
J a p a n e s e 
teacher this 
year at camp.  
J e a n e t t e 
Marks, French 
t e a c h e r  a t 
Chagrin Falls 
School Dis-
trict, taught 
French; Lori 
Winne, Ger-
m a n  a n d 

Spanish teacher at Grove Pat-
terson Academy of Toledo Public 
Schools, taught German; Valerie 
Clifford, Spanish teacher at Gar-
field-Heights High School, taught 
Spanish.  Camp assistants were 
Jill Hoffman, recent OSU grad, 
Peter Jones, Honors Japanese 
student at Dublin Coffman High 
School, and Cheryl Ames, OFLA 
Committee on Early Language 
Learning Chair.

The counselors this summer 
were Megan Maury, a Sophomore 
at Bowling Green State University, 
for Spanish; Michelle Watkins and 

Hannah Kennedy enjoys learning the Lion Dance during the 
Chinese language and culture session.

Miranda Hall shows her tee-shirt design made 
during Japanese arts and crafts.
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Nick Douglas, Freshmen at OSU, 
for French; Heidi Evans, a Fresh-
man at Macalester College, for 
German; Tyler Babcock, Lexing-
ton High School (teacher, Helga 
Rein), for German; Kelly Reinaker 
and Gretchen Dietz, Gahanna 
Lincoln High School (teacher, Lee 
Link), for Japanese; Sara Snyder, 
Gahanna Lincoln High School 
(teacher, Lee Link), for French and 
Japanese.) The counselors are an 
important part of the success of 
Camp OFLA.  They are leaders 
and role models for our campers.  
They provide supervision in the 
cabins, help the teachers with 
arts and craft and song and dance 
activities throughout the day, 
prepare cultural presentations for 
their target language, and write 
articles for the camp newsletter.  
Thank you, OFLA members, for 
recommending your top students 
to be Camp OFLA counselors!

We would like to thank The 
Ohio State University Alternative 
Chinese Licensure Program Stu-
dents Grace Chang, Arjene Chen, 

Teacher Jeanette Marks having fun with French at meal time. 

Xiaoli Doty, Meng-Chien Kuo, 
Huanzhen Zhao, their children, 
spouses and helpers for their 
excellent presentation on Chinese 
language and culture.  We would 
also like to thank Laura Helpman, 
Russian teacher at Toledo Public 
Schools, for her excellent presen-
tation in Russian. 

For more detailed informa-
tion on activities at Camp OFLA 
2007, please visit the link for 
Camp OFLA on the left hand side 
of the home page at www.ofla-
online.org.  The camp newsletter, 
which includes many pictures 
and articles, can be viewed and 
downloaded from this site.  

1.800.343.4690

Distinctive Service for High School Teachers and Students Since 1976
FAMILY STAY 
AND TRAVEL  
PROGRAMS

IN FRANCE

Offices in Paris 
and Minneapolis

Family Stay Experience

Standard or 
Specialized Itineraries

Certified Bilingual 
French Guides

France is Our Specialty

1422 West Lake Street  Minneapolis, MN 55408 Tel: 612.823.7217

12, Rue Sainte Anne 75001 Paris, France Tel: 01 40 20 40 08

www.VistasInEducation.com v i s t a s  i n  e d u c a t i o n
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2007 OFLA Student Awards for 
Excellence in Language Study

There were 48 OFLA Student 
Awards for Excellence in Language 
Study for the 2007 graduating 
class.  These represented 29 high 
schools, two Colleges/Universities 
and one junior high school.  There 
were 12 French students, 17 Span-
ish, 5 German, 1 Italian, 2 Latin and 
one Japanese.  Additionally there 
were 10 multi-language students 
in some combination of Latin, 
Greek, French, Spanish, Italian, 
German, Japanese, and English 
as a Foreign language. 41 teachers 
nominated their students.

OFLA is very proud to award 
these outstanding students this 
award.  They have had to have 
completed the most advanced 
course offered of the language or 
have taken multiple languages.  
They have shown evidence of 
interest in foreign language and 
international studies beyond work 
in the classroom.  They are ambas-
sadors of the OFLA mission that 
every student acquires a high level 
of communicative and intercul-
tural competence.  Furthermore, 
these students are an example of 
how we teachers are committed to 
world language study….

Ryan Bobst, Muskingum Col-
lege: Ryan’s enthusiasm for the 
language as well as his radiant 
personality have made him a 
great ambassador of study abroad 
in Germany on our campus.… 
He is a truly gifted student of 
German.—Dr. Franz-Joseph We-
hage, Professor of German

Randy Boll, Centerville High 
School: Randy is a wonderful 
German student.…His contri-
butions to class discussions are 
characterized by great vocabulary 
and an uncanny ability to make 
cross-curricular connections.—
Kristina Wassmann, German 
teacher and Jane Bassett, Depart-
ment chair

Stephanie Bowman, Wadsworth 
High School: Stephanie is gifted 
in writing and speaking French.—
Gretchen Petrie, French teacher 
and Karen Beavers, Department 
chair

Catherine Brannigan, Rocky Riv-
er High School: Catherine is one of 
the best students in Spanish 5 AP.  
She studies German 3 as indepen-
dent study.  She is always willing 
to tutor other students.—Andrea 
Reynolds, Department chair

Shannon Brenneman, Wadsworth 
High School: Shannon is a very 
motivatied, well-above average 
student who plans to study inter-
national relations and Spanish in 
college.—Karen Beavers, Depart-
ment chair

Katelyn Elizabeth Brodman, New 
Riegel High School: Katelyn is 
always positive and works hard to 
do really well.  She speaks Spanish 
outside of class and encourages 
others.—Jean Cossey, Spanish 
teacher

David Carter, Wadsworth High 
School: Dave has earned an A each 
year.  He participated in Latin Club 
and has taken the National Latin 
Exam and placed each year.—Amy 
LaMonica, Latin teacher

Daniel J. Deptowicz, Padua Fran-
ciscan High School, Parma: Daniel 
has excellent achievement in Latin 
and Greek.  He has received Na-
tional Latin Exam awards for the 
past three years.—Benjamin C. 
Lupica, Latin instructor

Vincent Dorsey, University of 
Akron: Vincent shows excep-
tional performance even though he 
needs a writer.  He has a high com-
municative capacity even though a 
speech impediment makes speak-
ing slow.—Javier Aliegro, Spanish 
instructor

Amy Drossman. Margaretta 
High School, Castalia: Amy 
excels in Spanish AP.  She knows 
Spanish, but also has the person-
ality to help others with it too. 
She is super.—Paul Schoenegg, 
Spanish teacher

Christina Emanuel, Struthers 
High School: Christina is a stu-
dent who has excelled since French 
I.  She has constantly set personal 
goals and has always exceeded 
any expectations.  She is a class 
valedictorian and has received 
French awards each year.—Roslyn 
Terek, French teacher

Christopher Foster, Perry High 
School, Massillon: Chris is ac-
tively involved in three languages, 
Spanish, Japanese and French, 
as well as language clubs.  He is 
a Japanese club officer.—Deana 
Kramer, Spanish and Japanese 
teacher

Benjamin Gavel, St. Edward 
High School, Lakewood: Benja-
min is an excellent student who 
has done a tremendous job in Lat-
in.  He is one of my best students 
in 22 years of teaching.—Stergios 
Lazos, Latin teacher

Emily Geib, Springboro High 
School: Emily is a leader, an 
excellent class participant, has a 
105% average, did mission work 
in Mexico, tutored a young stu-
dent with limited English skills, 
and intends to continue studies 
in Spanish at the university and 
to teach it. —Janet Irvin, Depart-
ment chair

André Goran, Rocky River High 
School: André is an outstand-
ing student–always striving to 
use and improve his German 
language skills and assist other 
students.—Andrea Reynolds, 
Department chair
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Kim Hawko, Anthony Wayne 
High School, Whitehouse: Kim 
has displayed great aptitude and 
motivation to learn and actu-
ally use Spanish.—John Meadows, 
Spanish teacher

Emily Hoying, Centerville High 
School: Emily always puts forth 
maximum effort on each and 
every assignment.  As a level 4 
student, Emily took the AP Span-
ish Language test and received a 
5. She is one of only three students 
taking the Spanish Literature test 
in May.—Ted Frederick, Spanish 
teacher and Jane Bassett, Depart-
ment chair

Erika L. Hoyt, Muskingum 
College: Erica has a broad inter-
national perspective and high 
linguistic and research compe-
tence.  She is an outstanding role 
model for language study within 
the liberal arts context.—Russell V. 
Brown, Spanish instructor

Stephanie Ivec, Regina High 
School, South Euclid: During her 
senior year Stephanie completed 
two years of French in one year, 
in addition to completing her 
fourth year of Spanish.  Her work 
in French is nearly perfect.—Ann 
Lang, French teacher and Depart-
ment chair

Shan Jin, Jackson High School, 
Massillon: She truly cares about 
knowledge and self-improvement, 
not just high grades.  I consider this 
young lady a true scholar, one who 
definitely stands out among her 
peers in her academic endeavors 
and thirst for learning…—Parth-
ena Draggett, Spanish teacher/ 
World Language Department 
chair

Andrew Kidd, Lima Central 
Catholic High School: Andrew 
was an excellent student in French.  
He was the president of the French 
Honor Society.—Michelle Garlock, 
French and Italian teacher

Alyssa Lansing, Unioto High 
School, Chillicothe: Alysssa has 
an A average in French.  She is 
curious about the language and 
francophone cultures.—Debbie 
McCorkle, French teacher

Kirk Marshall, Centerville High 
School: Kirk is a stellar student…
He is passionate about French 
culture, language and literature.  
He is positive and helpful with the 
French 4 students in class and acts 
as a wonderful role model.—Kim 
Easley, French teacher and Jane 
Bassett, Department chair

Erica Martin, Morgan High 
School, McConnelsville: She is 
an excellent student in both abil-
ity and conscientiousness.  She is 
very thorough in her work and 
self-motivated.  She is quick to 
relate new material to past mate-
rial studied.—Carma Jean Rausch, 
French teacher

Katherine Mills, Regina High 
School, South Euclid: Kate has 
been a top student in German for 
four years.  She participated in 
our German Exchange program 
for a semester in her junior year.—
Penni Harper, German teacher

Kelly Morckel, West Branch 
High School, Beloit: Kelly stud-
ied French for two years at West 
Branch and for two years at 
Mount Union College.  She is 
currently studying Latin through 
Northwestern University and 
Spanish.—Kathe Paidas, French 
teacher

Alix Morrison, Springboro High 
School: Alix is an excellent stu-
dent.  He will be attending Toledo 
University to major in French.  He 
traveled to France with a student 
group.  He maintained over a 
100% average consistently. —Ja-
net Irvin, Department chair

Patrick Murphy, Oakwood High 
School, Dayton: Patrick daily 
demonstrates a superb command 
of the language and a true zeal for 
all Hispanic culture.  He epitomiz-

es the excellent, high achieving 
foreign language student.—Elaine 
Long, Spanish teacher/Depart-
ment chair

Shannon O’Neill, Lima Central 
Catholic High School: Shan-
non was a French club officer, 
a member of the French Honor 
Society and a founding member 
of Bravo, Lima Central Catholic’s 
French and Italian folk dancing 
team.—Michelle Garlock, French 
and Italian teacher

Olivia O’Reilly, Timberstone Ju-
nior High School, Sylvania:  She 
has exceptional participation and 
questioning.  She achieves perfect 
scores and is enthusiastic.—Diane 
Michel, French teacher

Cody Parsons, Delphos Jefferson 
High School: Cody took every 
French class available, even eating 
lunch in class when his schedule 
was full.  He also took Japanese 
culture as a post-secondary stu-
dent.  He plans to minor in French 
as he majors in Pharmacy.—Teri 
Wiechart, French teacher

Wali Qayoumi, Northwest High 
School, Cincinnati: Wali has 
been dedicated to learning many 
languages.  He has had unique 
life experiences due to his father’s 
employment.…He wants to be 
a doctor and use his language 
skills to better communicate with 
immigrants.—Audra Buckley, 
French teacher

Kelly Reinaker, Gahanna Lin-
coln High School: Kelly has 
consistently been one of the top 
two students in Japanese class.  
She is always prepared, works 
beyond what is assigned and 
makes efforts to use Japanese 
outside of school. —Coral Lee 
Link, Japanese teacher

Briana Rias, Northwest High 
School, Cincinnati: Briana has 
been studying Spanish for five 
years.  She is an excellent Spanish 
student.—Pamela Stewart, Span-
ish teacher

continued on next page
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Adam Rubin, Orange High 
School, Pepper Pike: Adam is 
an excellent role model for his 
AP classmates.  He has actively 
promoted foreign language study 
at all levels through a volun-
teer tutoring program, as well 
as Spanish Club and student 
government.—Beatrice Colage, 
Spanish teacher

Molly Smith, Northeastern High 
School, Springfield:  Molly is an 
outstanding student.  She shows 
competence beyond her ability.  
Molly is planning on majoring 
in Modern Languages at the uni-
versity level.—Shawn Adkins, 
Spanish teacher

Lauren Snyder, Avon Lake High 
School: Lauren is passionate 
about French.  She has traveled 
to both Spain and France.  She 
speaks both languages in the 
home environment and plans to 
minor in foreign languages.—
Linda Rence, French teacher

Sara Snyder, Gahanna Lincoln 
High School: Despite a heavy 
schedule each year, Sara has made 
Foreign Language learning a pri-
ority in her high school experience 
[having taken French, Spanish 
and Japanese].  Additionally, 
Sara chose to focus a year-long 
senior project on the design and 
development of an independent 
French language course for high 
school students.—Coral Lee Link, 
Japanese teacher

Jenna Stahl, Shaker Heights High 
School: Jenna has an effervescence 
and outgoing personality [which] 
helps her to be a good ambassador 
for the study of languages.  She 
has a high work ethic, excellent 
Spanish skills and an outstand-
ing character.—Dr. Norma Guice, 
Spanish teacher 

Nicholas Steiner, Jackson High 
School, Massillon:  Nicholas has 
been a consistently outstanding 
student.—Parthena Draggett, 
Spanish teacher/ World Language 
Department chair

Shana Szpka, Genoa HighSchool:  
Shana is a diligent student.  She 
excels in Spanish.—Jolene F. Ko-
pena, Spanish teacher

Marie Wagner, Colerain High 
School, Cincinnati: Marie is a 
diligent AP worker.  She wants to 
return to Haiti to help the poor.—
Denise Boise, French teacher and 
Robin M. Brockhoff, Department 
head

Jonathan Maxwell Weber, Jack-
son High School, Massilon: 
Jonathan has taken four years 
of German.  He is a student in 
the top 25 of his class.  He has 
traveled and had a homestay in 
Germany.—Parthena Draggett, 
Spanish teacher/ World Language 
Department chair

Dean Wells, Bellefontaine High 
School: Dean has a near-native 
fluency at upper level activities 
including speaking and writing 
proficiency.—JoAnne Aburto, 
Spanish teacher

Eric Wesolowski, Colerain High 
School, Cincinnati: Eric is an 
exceptional Spanish student.  
He goes above and beyond to 
excel, putting forth such a posi-
tive attitude and love for the 
language.—Robin Brockhoff, 
Spanish teacher and department 
head

Rachel Winter, Mt. Vernon High 
School:  Rachel is an excellent 
student.  She is gifted in French.  
She has taken college level courses 
in French literature.—R. Joyce 
Skocic, French teacher

Shelly Wogerman, Lima Central 
Catholic High School:  Shelly was 
an outstanding student of Italian, 
using her skills to help other stu-
dents.  She was able to travel to 
Rome to practice her language.—
Michelle Garlock, Italian and 
French teacher

Jocelyn Workman, Muskinghum 
College:  Jocelyn is a French major 
and has also studied Spanish and 
German.  She spent spring ‘06 as 
an exchange student in France.  
She is the President of the French 
Club, and vice-president of Phi 
Sigma Iota Language Honorary.—
Jean Morris, French professor

2007 Student Awards, continued from previous page

Scholarship Opportunities For Students 
Interested In Becoming World Language 
Educators
• OFLA Conference 2008: for high school and college students to attend the annual conference
• Study Abroad: for students who plan on enhancing their language and cultural knowledge in an 

immersion experience in another country
• Camp OFLA: for young students to participate in fun cultural and language activities in a camp 

setting

For more information on these scholarships and/or to obtain applications visit http://ofla-online.org, 
click on the Committee link, then the Scholarship link.
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JNCL-NCLIS:  Delegate 
Assembly and More

JNCL-NCLIS (the Joint National 
Committee for Languages and the 
National Council for Languages 

and International Studies) now 
represent over 60 national and 
regional organizations, including 
OFLA, encompassing virtually all 
areas of the language field. 

JNCL is an entirely member-
funded nonprofit agency whose 
most widely known activity is 
its annual Delegate Assembly in 
Washington D.C., where members 
promote public awareness of lan-
guage issues. 

NCLIS is a nonprofit trade 
association that lobbies for the 
language and international edu-
cation community, translating 
professional priorities into na-
tional policy. 

The JNCL-NCLIS web site 
www.languagepolicy.org, is a 
treasure trove of current legis-
lative information, and OFLA 
members benefit enormously 
from Executive Director J. David 
Edward’s legislative updates and 
advocacy training each year. 

Sarah Shackelford was recent-
ly appointed to the JNCL-NCLIS 
Board of Directors, giving OFLA 

the opportunity to work more 
actively with our national advo-
cates.

OFLA members attending the 
delegate assembly this past May 
were Sarah Shackelford, Martha 
Pero, Jane Rauschenberg, Debbie 
Sehlmeyer, and Sherwin Little. In 
addition to visiting the offices of 
our senators and representatives 
to promote foreign languages and 
lobby for support, we were able 
to take part in a variety of dis-
cussions and listen to numerous 
presentations concerning current 
language issues and a variety of 
available resources and services. 

Did you know, for example, 
that the Peace Corps makes avail-
able a wealth of interesting lesson 
plans, a speaker’s bureau, and 
more for teachers? Visit its World 
Wise Schools web site (http://
www.peacecorps.gov/wws/
educators/) to learn more.

When you talk to Martha 
Pero (President-Elect, OFLA), 
be sure to extend congratula-
tions on her lobbying success in 
Washington D.C.!  Martha was 
a first time attendee to the JNCL 
Delegate Assembly in May. Asked 

by JNCL-NCLIS to encourage our 
Representatives to co-sponsor 
the recently introduced Foreign 
Language Education Partner-
ship Act bill (see http://www.
languagepolicy.org/legislation/), 
Martha stepped right up to the 
plate. To the amazement of all, her 
representative had phoned Rep. 
Rush Holt’s office to volunteer 
co-sponsorship by the time we 
had re-convened at our hotel that 
evening! Such immediate success 
is quite rare. In fact, this was a 
first, EVER, to happen during a 
JNCL Delegate Assembly. Martha 
credits her success to simply hav-
ing acted “like a teacher” during 
her legislative visit. Bravo!

 “Talking points” in support 
of Foreign Language Education 
provided by NCLIS and used by 
Delegate Assembly attendees dur-
ing legislative office visits last May 
are available at http://madame-
shackelford.com/talkingpoints.
pdf . Print and disseminate these 
to help educate your community 
about the need for increased and 
expanded foreign language pro-
gramming.

Want to be “in the loop”?
See below to subscribe to the OFLA Listserv and follow the progress of
• JNCL updates on national language initiatives,
• Ohio’s Language Advisory Council,
• OFLA events and updates,
• and other key language initiatives

The OFLA listserv is moving!
Starting September 1, list members can post at: OFLA@listserv.kent.edu
•Are you already a member of the OFLA listserv? Don't worry, you'll be moved automatically!
•Not a member yet? Send the following command in a message to listserv@listserv.kent.edu
 sub OFLA firstname lastname
We'd like to thank Dr. Teresa Minick of KSU for her help in moving the listserv!
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Recent Legislation 
Legislation in 110th Congress: see   

http://madameshackelford.com/110thlegislation2007-2008.xps 

Three recent bills 
reported out of 
Senate Committees: 

1) The Higher Education 
Access Act of 2007 in the Budget 
Reconciliation in Title VI, the Wil-
liam D. Ford Federal Direct Loan 
Program, contains provisions for 
loan forgiveness for public service 
which includes, interalia, "public 
education."

2) The Labor, Health and 
Human Services, Education and 
Related Agencies Appropriations 
Act for FY 2008 has some very 
strong report language regarding 
the Foreign Language Assistance 
Program (FLAP). "The Commit-
tee intends for funding available 
under this program to promote 
the goal of well-articulated, long-
sequence language programs 
that lead to demonstrable results 
for all students. The Commit-
tee directs the Department not 
to make grants to schools that 
are replacing current traditional 
language programs with critical 
needs language instruction."

"... At least 75 percent of the 
appropriation must be used to ex-
pand foreign language education 
in the elementary grades..."

"The Committee is concerned 
that this program ... is unavailable 
to the poorest schools because 
grant recipients must provide 
a 50 percent match from non-
Federal sources. The Committee, 
therefore, strongly urges the Sec-
retary to use her ability to waive 
the matching requirement ..." For 
complete language see http://
madameshackelford.com/flapre-
porting.pdf

3) The Senate Health, Educa-
tion, Labor and Pensions (HELP) 
Committee has approved its ver-
sion of the reauthorization of the 
Higher Education Act (HEA), the 
Higher Education Amendments 
of 2007. 

Title I, General Provisions, 
in Section 101 has a definition of 
Critical Foreign Languages that is 
very broad and flexible including 
a listing of over 150 languages 
and language groups. (See http://
madameshackelford.com/heac-
ritical.pdf).

Title II, Teacher Quality En-
hancement, Section 402 includes 
critical foreign languages in the 
Academic Competitiveness Grant 
Program. 

Title VII, Graduate and Post-
secondary Improvement Grants, 
Section 711, Special Projects also 
includes Foreign Languages and 
International Cooperation and 
Student Exchanges as Areas of 
National Need. 

Finally, in Title VI, Interna-
tional Education and Foreign 
Language Programs, almost all of 
the programmatic and technical 
changes we requested were incor-
porated in the Higher Education 
Amendments of 2007. Outreach 
was heightened; Undergraduates 
are again eligible for FLAS Fellow-
ships and now have opportunities 
to study overseas; Cooperation 
between minority institutions and 
other Title VI IHEs is encouraged; 
Support for minority students 
is strengthened, and authoriza-
tion levels are changed to "such 
sums as necessary." The proposal 
for an International Education 
Advisory Council was rejected 
and language was inserted in a 
number of places to encourage 
"diverse perspectives and a wide 

range of views on world regions 
and international affairs." Title 
VI can be found at http://www.
languagepolicy.org/legislation/
index.html.

Appropriations:
See http://madameshackelford.
com/Appropchart.pdf  for an 
updated appropriations chart 
for FY2008 that includes the full 
House Appropriations Commit-
tee figures.  

Among other things, the 
House Committee revives Star 
Schools at $11.5 million; increases 
the Foreign Language Assistance 
Program (FLAP) by $3 million; 
provides a $4.2 million push for 
Civic Education; and provides 
significant additions earmarked 
for the Fund for the Improvement 
of Education (FIE) and the Fund 
for the Improvement of Postsec-
ondary Education (FIPSE).

Significantly in higher educa-
tion, International Education and 
Foreign Language Studies receive 
a $9.9 million increase. 

As with the Senate Committee 
report language, the House Com-
mittee has some strong views on 
a number of these programs such 
as International Education and 
Foreign Language Studies where 
they urge greater coordination 
and improved data gathering and 
reporting.  

They do not fund the Admin-
istration's request for funding 
for NSLI's Advancing America 
through Foreign Language Part-
nerships and suggest that the 
goals of this initiative can be 
accomplished through expand-
ing FLAP.  (See report language: 
http://madameshackelford.com/
approplanguage.pdf).
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Advocacy Minute
Sarah Shackelford, Political Advocacy Chair

“In this global economy and society of the 21st century, all children will be left behind if their education 
is not organized with a global context in mind”. (Goldman Sachs Foundation)

Dear Colleagues,
There has never been a more 

exciting time to teach World Lan-
guages in Ohio! We have always 
known that ALL STUDENTS 
need high levels of proficiency 
in English AND AT LEAST one 
additional language… We have al-
ways understood the necessity for 
cultural awareness and the ability 
to see other perspectives. Finally 
—at long last —Ohio legislators, 
business people, and others are 
also beginning to recognize the 
need to place increased priority 
on foreign language education. 
At hand is an opportunity to 
help prepare EVERY STUDENT 
IN OHIO to take part in a multi-
lingual, global society via world 
language study. OFLA is commit-
ted to seizing this opportunity. 
Please join us in our advocacy 
efforts! 

Sarah Shackelford
Chair, Political Advocacy

What’s happening? 
A Foreign Language Advisory 
Council charged with developing 
a K–12 language implementation 
plan to take effect during the 2014-
15 school year is currently hard 
at work to be ready to submit its 
recommendations to Ohio legisla-
tors no later than December, 2007 
as mandated by SB311. 

A variety of issues and strate-
gies are being considered, with 
much optimism for a potentially 
successful plan that will ensure 
quality instruction (and a mul-
tiplicity of language offerings) 
beginning at an early age and 

continuing in long, well articu-
lated sequences for every young 
Ohioan.

On the national level, numer-
ous legislative initiatives continue 
at a rapid pace (see “Recent Leg-
islation” page 30). The approved 
Senate version of the reauthoriza-
tion of the Higher Education Act 
(HEA), among others, is particu-
larly encouraging. Its definition 
of Critical Foreign Languages is 
quite broad and flexible, includ-
ing a listing of over 150 languages 
and language groups. 

Currently in Ohio, about 
19 percent (only!) of our K–12 
students are enrolled in foreign 
language courses. Languages 
taught include Arabic, Chinese, 
French, German, Italian, Japanese, 
Spanish, and ASL. ALL of these 
languages are “critical”, and there 
is room for much more variety in 
languages offered!

How does all this 
affect me at the local 
level? 
While foreign language study 
remains elective for the moment, 
districts choosing to eliminate 
languages, or cut back in lan-
guage programming, or drop 
one language program in favor of 
another are seriously jeopardizing 
the future of their students. 

No Child Left Behind? We’re 
already behind most of the world 
in terms of linguistic and cultural 
capabilities. Ensure that your 
administrators (and teaching col-
leagues, and school counselors, 
parents, and others in the com-

munity) keep up with legislation 
and understand that languages 
have NOT dropped off of legisla-
tive radar! 

Contact OFLA for help if 
your program is in jeopardy. 
Make it a priority to consult 
ACTFL’s Discover Languag-
es Campaign website (http://
www.actfl.org/i4a/pages/index.
cfm?pageid=4524) and/or OFLA’s 
advocacy page for useful educa-
tional/promotional materials, 
and use these materials to teach 
your community about the value 
of proficiency in a second (or third 
or fourth) language and to help 
promote your program. 

Be the best and most enthu-
siastic teacher you can be. Your 
successful and proud students 
will become your best advo-
cates.

How can I help 
advocate at the state 
level? 
Subscribe to the OFLA listserv 
if you have not already done so. 
Events move very quickly, and 
the listserv is the most efficient 
way to keep you informed. We 
will soon provide details of plans 
being formed for a legislative day 
in Columbus, and more. 

We will also alert you should 
any advocacy emergencies hap-
pen, and tell you how you can 
help. Encourage more of your 
language teaching colleagues to 
join OFLA. There is strength in 
numbers. Get involved, and stay 
tuned…we’re in for a great year 
as language educators!
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Around the State
Deborah W. Robinson, Ph.D. & Ryan T. Wertz
World Language Consultants, ODE

It’s ALL about Languages!
skills that affect economic com-
petitiveness and the capacity to 
deliver services and goods to local 
populations. 

The goal of this working ses-
sion was to assess and address 
the economic, social, and cultural 
imperatives for language skills and 
to develop a set of “roadmaps” 
at state and local levels toward 
an effective incorporation of lan-
guage education at all levels of 
the American education system.  
These roadmaps will underline 
the respective roles of business, 
education, and government in 
the necessary partnership to af-
fect significant change. The Ohio 
Language Summit was carried 
out in conjunction with two other 
summits that were held in Oregon 
and Texas

The  Language  Summit 
convened approximately fifty 
“demand-side” participants from 
large, medium, and small com-
panies, as well as from local and 
state government agencies. They 
articulated their language needs 
on the domestic and international 
scenes.  Additionally, some thirty 
“solution-side” representatives 
from the education sector, the fed-
eral government, and commercial 
language education providers took 
notice of these needs and provided 
information on the current state of 
language in our state. 

Following the Language Sum-
mit, two taskforces were seated to 
come up with a plan for languages 
to inform policy at both the nation-
al and state levels. Ryan is taking 
part in the domestic taskforce; 
Debbie is on the international 
team. The ideas from both groups 
will be merged into a roadmap for 
release in October. Policy makers 
at the federal and state levels will 

take part in the roll-out and con-
sider implementation.

Ryan and Debbie both came 
away from this work with a new 
sense of urgency: ALL language 
teachers, preschool-graduate 
education, MUST focus more on 
building cross-cultural awareness 
and sensitivity. We can have an 
impact on improving America’s 
image in heritage communities 
and abroad if learners become 
more empathetic towards others.  
ALL of us also must ensure that 
language is learned and practiced 
in real-world contexts that tie to 
the various worlds of work. Once 
in college, students should have 
the opportunity to develop deep 
content knowledge in their chosen 
fields and the technical language 
they need to communicate in an-
other language. 

For example, ALL service and 
healthcare professionals should at 
the very least be able to greet some-
one, handle a simple exchange of 
information, and close a conversa-
tion. If needed, individuals with 
more advanced proficiency can 
then take over. In this way, Ohio 
will be viewed as friendly place to 
live and do business!

Ohio’s Foreign 
Language Advisory 
Council (FLAC)
Serendipity is on our side! As you 
may recall, the Ohio legislature 
mandated the creation of a For-
eign Language Advisory Council 
(FLAC). This group must put 
forth a P–16 implementation plan 
for languages effective in the 2014-
2015 school year. The Council has 
met four times and will finalize 
their plan by December, 2007. Stay 
tuned for bold recommendations 
for ALL Ohio students!

Many initiatives have put lan-
guages in the forefront these past 
few months. Some reflect national 
priorities, and others demonstrate 
the importance of languages right 
here in Ohio. For a brief report, 
read on!

Joint National Council 
for Languages (JNCL) 
on Our Side
First, and very importantly, JNCL 
has been working tirelessly to 
ensure that language policy at 
the national level be inclusive 
of ALL languages. We received 
word in July that the list of critical 
languages (some 150 as per the 
1985 Federal Register) will guide 
language funding at the national 
level. This is good news! 

Foreign Language Assistance 
Program grants may now focus 
on long, uninterrupted sequences 
of ALL language beginning in 
elementary school, rather than 
just on the few critical languages 
(e.g., Arabic, Chinese, Russian) 
identified in the President’s 
National Strategic Language 
Initiative (2006).  (See Sarah 
Shackelford’s Advocacy News for 
more details!) 

U.S. Departments of 
Defense, Labor, and 
Commerce Hold Ohio 
Language Summit
Second, the U.S. Departments 
of Commerce, Defense, and La-
bor sponsored the “2007 U.S. 
Language Summit:  A Roadmap 
to Language Excellence” right 
here in Ohio on June 28, 2007. 
This session sought to define the 
“landscape” of language in state 
and local contexts and charac-
terize the demand for language 



The Cardinal  September 2007 • 33

HB 115 Provides 
Intensive Summer 
Programs for 11th and 
12th Graders
Part of the FLAC’s job is to sug-
gest innovative options to learn 
languages. Timing is everything! 
A model to look to includes the 
Regents’ Academies that were 
funded through HB 115. Two 
world language academies took 
place on campuses around Ohio 
this summer. Over one hun-
dred 11th and 12th graders took 
advantage of dual credit (high 
school and college) as they were 
immersed in Arabic, Chinese, 
Japanese, or Russian! 

Congratulations to faculty, 
peer mentors, and students at 
OSU, CSU, and Miami (one acad-
emy), and at Kent, Oberlin, and 
Findlay (second academy) who 
took part in these intensive learn-
ing models. Your dedication and 
time lay the groundwork for fu-
ture nontraditional initiatives!

Debbie video-conferenced 
with students in the OSU/CSU/
Miami academy to encourage them 

to become language 
teachers. During 
initial questioning, 
she learned that al-
most ALL of the 
students had taken 
another language, 
primarily Western 
languages, prior to 
tackling Chinese. 
This reinforces the 
idea of layering on 
languages, begin-
ning with a cognate 

language, such as French, Span-
ish, or Latin and then initiating 
study of a third language. Good 
learning strategies transfer across 
languages and make acquisition 
of subsequent languages easier. 
Please encourage your students in 
cognate languages to take advan-
tage of next summer’s non-cognate 
language opportunities! 

Ohio House Bill 115 
Yields 110 Newly 
Licensed Foreign 
Language Teachers
In order to have programs for 
students, Ohio needs to increase 
the number of 
teachers in our 
state. House Bill 
115 also funded 
five alternative li-
censure programs 
that will grow our 
teaching force by 
approximately 
11 0  t e a c h e r s ! 
Given that our 
traditional pro-
grams graduate 
some 225 candi-
dates each year, the return on 
investment from this one bill is 
incredible, and your representa-
tives need to know that their 
votes made a difference! 

Congratulations also go out 
to faculty at OSU, CSU, Akron, 
Findlay, and Muskingum for 
their time and commitment to en-
sure quality alternative licensure 
programs. Heritage speakers of 
Arabic, Chinese, French, Japa-

nese, and Spanish took advantage 
of these programs and are eager to 
find jobs in Ohio schools. Please 
welcome them into our OFLA 
professional community!

Camp OFLA!
Cheryl Ames, Lori Winne, Lee 
Link and the teachers and staff 
at Camp OFLA will be pleased 
to hear that one of their campers 
has been hooked on language 
ever since he attended a few 
summers ago. Because of camp 
OFLA, he started formal Japanese 
instruction in high school AND 
took advantage of the Regents’ 
Academy this summer to begin 
studying Chinese. 

On behalf of your colleagues, 
please accept our appreciation for 
inspiring young learners through 
Camp OFLA. Who knows where 
we might find one of this sum-
mer ’s 50 campers in the near 
future? Through their experiences 
with French, Spanish, German, 
and Japanese (with an evening 
of Chinese culture thrown in for 
good measure), you have again 
planted the seeds that grow lan-
guage aficionados. 

Coming Soon
Coming up in “Around the State” 
in the next issue of The Cardinal: 
Ryan reports on the training and 
work of the eleven visiting Span-
ish teachers and twelve volunteer 
Chinese teachers whose arrival in 
Ohio for the 2007-2008 school year 
is imminent! And, stay tuned for 
results of the FLAC and Language 
Summit.

Prof. Diane Birckbichler addresses 11th and 12th graders 
from the Regents’ Chinese Academy during their final 

celebration at OSU

The Foreign Language Advisory Council includes State Board of Education 
members Lou Ann Harrold and  Jennifer Stewart; Senator Joy Padgett (not 

pictured); Representative Arlene Setzer (not pictured); business, community, 
and parent representatives; and P-16 Foreign Language Educators.

Cheryl Ames addressing all Camp OFLA campers
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AATF News: 
Le Coin Français
Deborah Stout, AATF-OH President

Les t-shirts et les programmes of-
ficiels du Congrès AATF ont répété 
le thème populaire du pays Cajun 
—ce cri de joie et d’enthousiasme: 
Laissez les bon temps rouler ! — 
et nous, ceux qui sommes allés à 
Baton Rouge pour  le 80e congrès 
annuel, avons écouté et répondu 
à ce conseil, malgré un temps, 
disons, lourd et humide. On s’est 
amusé aux restaurants cajuns, 
créoles, et français. Au dîner de 
gala le samedi 14 juillet, un groupe 
de danseurs nous a appris à danser 
à la mode Cajun.  Quel image in-
croyable !  Plus de cent personnes 
formant une ligne pour le « two 
step »  et puis le 15 juillet, bonheur! 
L’excursion à Lafayette et au pays 
a/cadien a terminé à un restaurant 
Cajun, Mulate’s, où on nous a 
gâté d’un orchestre et des tuteurs 
personnels de la danse acadienne/
Cajun en plus de nos dîners de 
Poisson-chat/Poisson-barbu et 
écrivisse étouffée.

J’étais enchantée de faire la 
connaissance de M. LeJeune et son 
amie, des habitués de Mulate’s qui 
se me sont présentés en expliquant 
qu’ils n’avaient parlé que le fran-
çais avant d’aller à l’école, car toute 
la famille parlait acadien, et pas 
anglais.  Malheureusement, une 
fois à l’école, ils étaient interdits de 
parler acadien/français là !

Le congrès nous a offert bien 
des possibilités pour connaître 
Louisiana, y compris la visite au 
Musée de la Louisiane Rurale, où 
nous étions témoins de l’histoire 
de la vie quotidienne des esclaves 
qui ont travaillé dur pour obtenir 
le sucre semoule.  

Un autre musée intéressant 
était Le Village acadien où Jane 
Rauschenberg, Sarah Shackelford, 
Sarah Stout, ma fille, et moi avons 
vu des bâtiments arrangés comme 
un village tandis qu’ils avaient 
été de partout du pays acadien 
auparavant.  En plus, il y avait une 
boutique super là où nous avons 
acheté des tas de trucs pour nos 
étudiants !  

Susan Colville-Hall (à droit) avec 
Randa Duvick, Valparaiso U., la 

représentante de la Région VI  

Ohio s’est bien représenté à 
l’égard des intervenantes.  Voilà 
celles qui ont fait des communi-
cations à Baton Rouge :   Susan 
Colville-Hall, Chef de la Com-
mission Professional Teacher 
Standards,  U of Akron ;  Virginia 
Donovan, OSU; Tama Engelking, 
Chef des Langues Modernes, CSU; 
Deborah Humbert, Cleveland 
Heights HS ; Jane Rauschenberg, 
VP Publications OFLA, Candidate 

VP of AATF National, Logan-
Hocking MS; Deborah Stout, 
Présidente, AATF-OH, Cambridge 
HS/OU; Ena Vulir, Marietta Col-
lege; Françoise Rolland, Young 
Audiences of Northeast Ohio.  

J’étais bien réjouie de voir 
qu’une autre congressiste et bonne 
amie d’Ohio, Sarah Shackelford, 
avait assisté à ma communica-
tion, et j’ai demandé sa photo, 
dont voilà:

Sarah sert de chef d’Advocacy 
pour OFLA, et aussi de membre 
du Conseil d’administration de 
JNCL.  Nous avons beaucoup 
appris et nous nous sommes bien 
amusées.  Peut-être que vous 
contemplerez aller  à Liège, Bel-
gique, du 16 au 19 juillet, 2008 ?  
Réfléchissez-y !  

Marie-Christine Koop, Présidente, 
AATF,  avec Deborah et Jane Black 

Goepper, Rédactrice du National Bulletin 
AATF, lors de la réunion des délégués.

 « Laissez les bons temps rouler! »  

* Make plans now for La Semaine du Français/ National French Week, Nov. 5-11

* Keep up with helpful AATF-OH info at http://aatfohio.wordpress.com
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French Book Club Selection—Kirsten Halling, AATF OH Vice President

Puisque le Congrès National de l’AATF aura lieu à Liège en Belgique, cet été, nous avons choisi ce roman pour pouvoir 
étudier de plus près l’œuvre d’une Belge célèbre et contemporaine. Ce roman semi autobiographique, écrit par  l’auteur 
belge prolifique et talentueux, Amélie Nothomb, est facile à lire, humoristique, et très connu du public francophone. Son 
étude de la culture d’entreprise au Japon nous sensibilisera à l’importance de comprendre les nuances d’une culture 
afin de pouvoir s’y adapter sans accroc. Les gaffes constantes commises par la jeune protagoniste nous feront rire tout 
en sympathisant avec la pauvre narratrice humiliée. 

Venez nous rejoindre au Congrès d’OFLA pour discuter de ce roman (en français). Dr. Kirsten Halling, de Wright 
State University, préparera des questions de réflexion et du matériel pédagogique pour mieux entamer une bonne dis-
cussion des thèmes importants illustrés par ce roman.

Titre: Stupeur et tremblements  ISBN: 978-2253150718
Auteur: Amélie Nothomb  Disponible chez : www.amazon.com
Prix : $11.21 (nouveau livre) ; $7.00 et plus, livre d’occasion
Sujet : Le choc culturel expérimenté par une jeune Belge embauchée par une firme japonaise d’import-export.

AATF Sponsors National French Contest
The National French Contest, sponsored annually by the American Association of Teachers of French, is open to all 
students of French from the elementary grades through high school.  Le Grand Concours testing dates for 2008 are:

Contest Dates for Elementary School: February 18–27, 2008
Contest Dates for Middle and High School: March 1–23, 2008

If you are interested in participating or receiving more information, please contact the Coordinator:
Winifred Cairns 
Foreign Language Lab winifredcairns@msn.com
Raymond Walters College Tel:  (513) 683-1843
9555 Plainfield Road Fax:  (513) 745-5771
Cincinnati, OH 45236

Advocacy News of 
Interest to French 
Teachers: 
Several OFLA members who at-
tended the AATF convention in 
Baton Rouge this July were pleased 
to hear details about a new joint 
AATF/ French Embassy Public 
Relations campaign meant to help 
“stop the bleeding” (i.e. programs 
getting dropped). Some very clever 
print and online advertising (in-
cluding, among other things, web 
banners linked to a web site called 
“The World Speaks French.org”) 
will target school administrators in 
the initial phase, with a secondary 
audience of guidance counselors, 
parents and French teachers and 
a tertiary audience that includes 
students, businesses and French 
enthusiasts. The idea is to point 
out the way French is embedded in 
our everyday lives and the many 
ways that the study of French can 
help students excel academically, 
globally, professionally and cultur-
ally. Watch the AATF web site for 
more details! 

National French 
Contest
Lisa Narug, National Director 
of the AATF's National French 
Contest wrote a letter to the Ohio 
Chapter to express her thanks 
and congratulations to Winnifred 
Cairns for her work on the 2007 
National French Contest.  Ohio 
AATF contributes between $500 
and $700 yearly for mailings and 
awards for our chapter's  partici-
pants.  

However, no amount of mon-
ey can replace the hard work of 
this year's director, Winnifred 
Cairns, or her predecessor, Judith 
Baughin.  Through Winnie's efforts 
during the school year, 2006-2007, 
Ohio enrolled 4,355 students, 
with 231 of those earning national 
medals. If you are an AATF mem-
ber, please consider having your 
students participate in the 2008 
National French Contest, and 
afford your students the oppor-
tunity to win awards, prizes, and 
even possibly, a trip to France!

National French Week 
Grant Recipient
The Ohio Chapter of AATF is very 
proud to announce that Mad-
eleine LaJeunesse has received a 
$500 National French Week Grant 
from the AATF National office.  
Bravo, Bonne chance, et Félicita-
tions, Madeleine!  

AATF Vice President?
AATF-OH is honored that Jane 
Rauschenberg, OFLA VP of Pub-
lications, has been asked to run 
as AATF National Vice-President 
in this coming year’s election.   
Jane Goepper Black and I were 
Ohio’s official delegates to the 
National AATF business meeting 
that took place in Baton Rouge 
where we voted to accept the 
slate of proposed candidates 
July 14.  As the Ohio’s Chapter 
president, I encourage all Ohio 
members of AATF to vote for Jane 
Rauschenberg.  Bravo et bonne 
chance, Jane!

Jane 
Rauschenberg 

modeling a Mardi 
Gras costume 
of Lafyaette’s 

uniform during 
the Baton Rouge 

conference
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TESOL-Ohio
Teri Mandell and Lillian Acker, TESOL-Oh Representatives

The Ohio TESOL Conference will be November 16 and 17, 2007 at the Easton Hilton in Columbus, 
Ohio.  Lily Wong Fillmore, a Professor of Education at the University of California at Berkeley, will be the 
keynote speaker.  Dr. Fillmore is a noted linguist with a focus on second language acquisition.

Information regarding the conference can be found on the Ohio TESOL website:  ohiotesol.org.  Please 
check the website regularly for details about the conference as well as other TESOL-related information.

Ohio Classical Conference 
Stergios Lazos, OCC Representative

OCC Annual Meeting
Notre Dame Academy will host 
the 2007 Ohio Classical Con-
ference meeting scheduled for 
October 26th and 27th at the 
Hilton Hotel in Toledo.  The for-
mat will be similar to last year’s 
meeting as it will take place all 
day Friday and Saturday and no 
Thursday evening activities will 
be scheduled. The best college 
professors and high school teach-
ers in the state will be discussing 
their insights on Roman and 
Greek literature, art, and archae-
ology throughout the conference.  
For additional information about 
this year ’s conference please 
contact Steven Strauss, President 
of the OCC, at nda_sstrauss@
nwoca.org.

The OCC also provides many 
scholarship and award oppor-
tunities to all of its members.  I 
encourage you to visit the OCC 
website www.xavier.edu/OCC to 
discover all that is available to the 
classical community of Ohio.

American Classical 
League
The 2007 American Classical 
League Institute was held at Van-
derbilt University in Nashville, 
Tennessee on June 28th – 30th.  
Many activities took place during 
the conference including a tour 
of the Parthenon and the replica 
statue of Athena.  In addition 
to the numerous seminars and 
lectures, there was also a special 
display of memorabilia from pre-
vious ACL institutes.  The 2008 
summer institute is scheduled for 
June 27th –30th at the University 
of New Hampshire in Durham, 
New Hampshire.  ACL does have 
funds available for teachers who 
will be attending their first ACL 
Institute.  For more information 
about these conferences and this 
national classics organization, 
visit the ACL website www.acl-
classics.org.

Ohio Junior Classical 
League
Many members of the OJCL trav-
eled to the University of Tennessee 
during the last week of July to 
participate in the National Junior 
Classical League Convention.  
Information on results for Ohio 
students will be listed in a future 
article.  

Ohio’s state Latin conven-
tion will once again take place 
in March, 2008 in Columbus.  
The OJCL website, www.ohiojcl.
org, will have all the information 
about OJCL activities taking place 
throughout the state for the entire 
academic year.
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Ohio AATG Fall Meeting
Our annual meeting will be held November 2-3, 2007 at the Midwest Hotel & Conference Center in Columbus.  
This is a new location for the meeting.  Special rooms rates of $79.00 are available to those who reserve a room 
before October 12, 2007.  Be sure to state that you are with the AATG.  Contact information for the hotel is:

The Midwest Hotel & Conference Center 
4900 Sinclair Road I-71 and Morse Road, 

Columbus, Ohio 43229 
Phone: 614-846-0300 Toll Free: 877-609-6086 

www.themidwesthotel.com/
Watch your email in the fall for additional information.  If you do not receive Ohio AATG email and would 
like to, please contact me, and I will make sure you get added to the list.

Pädagogischer Austauschdienst Test Winners
Jordan Boggs of Lexington High School (student of Helga Rein) won the senior trip.  Kenneth Moak Jr. of 
Graham High School (student of Shirley Scott) won the non-senior trip.  Congratulations to both students 
and teachers.  You can watch for their reports on the AATG website.

Writing Contest for Students
We all know how important the first sentence of any book or story can be.  Here is a contest for students to 
write about which one they think is the best.  Information for this contest can also be found on the AATG 
and contest websites.

Der schönste erste Satz
Ein Wettbewerb der Initiative Deutsche Sprache und der Stiftung Lesen
May 16-September 2007
http://www.der-schoenste-erste-satz.de
Für den Wettbewerb kommen alle in deutscher Sprache verfassten Romane und Erzählungen, von der 

Unterhaltungsliteratur bis zu den Klassikern sowie Kinder- und Jugendliteratur, in Frage.
Alle können mitmachen: Kinder, Jugendliche und Erwachsene.
Die Teilnahme am Wettbewerb ist einfach: Sie können Ihren schönsten ersten Satz unter der Rubrik 

"Ihr Votum" nennen – mit Titel und Autor und natürlich mit Ihrer Begründung. 
Oder Sie schicken uns Ihren Vorschlag per Post an diese Adresse: "Der schönste erste Satz", Postfach 

02 10 36, 10121 Berlin.
In Frage kommen Romane und Erzählungen, von der Unterhaltungsliteratur bis zu den Klassikern, 

sowie Bücher aus der Kinder- und Jugendliteratur, deren jeweils erster Satz das Versprechen des Autors 
auf ein aufregendes Lesevergnügen einzuhalten vermochte. 

Die ist uns besonders wichtig: Welche Erwartungen weckte der von Ihnen gewählte schönste erste 
Satz? Welche Stimmung löste er bei Ihnen aus? Und hielt die Geschichte, was der erste Satz versprach? 

Bis zu einer DIN A 4-Seite darf Ihre Begründung lang sein, kürzer geht auch, länger aber auf keinen 
Fall. Eine Vorlage finden Sie unter Ihr Votum. 

Der EINSENDESCHLUSS ist am 21. September 2007.

Ohio AATG
Deborah Page, AATG Representative
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Make the Discover Languages Campaign 
Work for You!
Marty Abbott, Director of Education, ACTFL

Discover Languages...Discover 
the World!® is a national cam-
paign for languages sponsored 
by ACTFL, which builds on the 
momentum begun during 2005: 
The Year of Languages. This is a 
long-term effort to raise public 
awareness about the importance 
of learning languages and under-
standing cultures in the lives of all 
Americans. 

It’s easy to use the Discover 
Languages website to participate 
in the campaign.  Here’s how!

Download the 
Discover Languages 
logo to Advocate for 
Languages in Your 
Community
Over 500 language educators and 
members of the public have down-
loaded the Discover Languages 
logo to use in their communities 
to publicize the importance of 
language education for all.  Edu-
cators are using it on everything 
from bulletin board displays to 
course syllabi to e-mail signa-
tures to Back To School Night 
information for parents.  Just go 
to www.DiscoverLanguages.org 
and download it to help you in 
your community! 

Post Your Advocacy 
Ideas and Events on 
the Bulletin Board
Share your great ideas and your 
successes with others around the 
country by posting your activi-
ties and events on the electronic 
bulletin board on the Discover 
Languages website.  If you don’t 
have anything to post yet, go 
there to get some great ideas to 
use in your own school!

Share Photos of your 
Discover Languages 
Event
The Discover Languages website 
features photos from events all 
over the country.  Send in your 
photo and see it displayed as the 
“photo of the week” and then 
archived in the photo gallery.  It’s 
motivating for students to see 
other students rallying for lan-
guages across the country!

Help Your Students 
Discover Language 
Teaching
Visit the Discover Languages web-
site to find materials to share with 
your students about the rewards 
of a career teaching languages.  
It is vitally important that we 
strengthen our profession with 
new teachers who will inspire 
the next generation of language 
learners!

Plan Discover 
Languages Events for 
February
Even though Discover Languages 
events can be planned for any 
time during the year, February 
has been designated as Discover 
Languages Month by the ACTFL 
Board of Directors and acknowl-
edged by The White House.  This 
is a great time annually when 
ACTFL sponsors several national 
events to highlight language 
education in the media and when 
ACTFL members are encouraged 
to organize events and activities 
at the state and local level around 
this theme during the month of 
February.  For a list of ideas, visit 
www.DiscoverLanguages.org.

Don’t Forget Discover 
Languages Products
Add excitement to your events by 
purchasing Discover Languages 
products like buttons, pencils, 
pens, car/window decals and 
wristbands.  All the proceeds 
from the sale of the products go 
back into supporting language 
advocacy.  This is an easy way to 
contribute to the national cam-
paign!  See the entire array of 
products at www.DiscoverLan-
guages.org.

Nominate a Colleague 
for the Teacher of the 
Year Award!
What better way to publicize the 
importance of language education 
than to have our own National 
Language Teacher of the Year.  
This program has brought recog-
nition to our language profession 
from state as well as national 
legislators and policymakers! 
Visit the awards section of the 
ACTFL website or contact your 
state language association for 
more details.

Stay tuned for more Discover 
Languages information in the 
months ahead!! Go to 

www.DiscoverLanguages.org 
for more information.

Be sure to check out other 
benefits of ACTFL membership at 
www.actfl.org. Be a part of your 
national professional organization 
by joining 
today!



Last Name First Name M.I. Previous Names (if any)

Home Address 

City County State Zip

E-mail Address  Home Phone

School/Institution District School Phone

School Address

Language(s)                                   Level(s) Years of Service 

Grade level you teach (select all that apply)  	❑	(0) Student  ❑	 (2) Middle School/Jr. High ❑	(4) College/University
 ❑	(1) Elementary ❑	 (3) High School ❑	(5) Retired

—An Invitation to Join — 

The Ohio Foreign Language Association
Serving the Needs of Foreign Language Educators in Ohio

www.ofla-online.org

Membership Status
One-Year Membership

❑ Professional Member ...................................$35.00

❑ Joint Professional Member (for two members
 residing at the same address) .....................$45.00

❑ Associate Member (for those not currently
 in the FL classroom or supervision; 
 retired members) ..........................................$20.00

❑ Student Member ...........................................$10.00

Three-Year Membership

❑   Professional Member ....................................$90.00

❑   Joint Professional Member (for two members 
 residing at the same address) ...................$120.00

❑ Associate Member (for those not currently
 in the FL classroom or supervision;
 retired members) ..........................................$55.00

OFLA
Teri Wiechart
PO Box 7038
Defiance OH  43512

*Filling out and sending us this form—even if you choose to pay through payroll deduction through the O.E.A.—enables us to keep our membership 
records current and up-to-date, and ensures that you will receive your issues of  The Cardinal on a timely basis regardless of when your membership 
information is received from the O.E.A. You can also accomplish this by visiting our website:  www.ofla-online.org

Lifetime Membership

❑ Lifetime Member ........................................$400.00

fax (419) 692-2287
vpmem@ofla-online.org

Make check(s) payable to OFLA. Note on memo line 
“Membership” or “Foundation.” Send check(s) and 
membership form to:

Spread the Word! Copy this form and 
pass it on to your colleagues!

This is a new address  	❑	 Yes ❑	No
I am a new member  	 ❑	 Yes ❑	No

❑   I/We pay through O.E.A.*

Voluntary Contribution
❑ I would like to make a voluntary contribution to the OFLA Foundation in order to help OFLA provide assistance to 

 pre-service teachers in the following amount:  $ __________. Please enclose a separate check.

 ❑ This contribution is in memory of __________________________________________________.
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September 29 OFLA Fall Workshop, Ashland, OH (see pg. 19)  Information: www.ofla-online.org

September 30–October 6 German American Week

November 2–3 Ohio AATG Annual Fall Conference and meeting. Midwest Hotel & Conference Center, Columbus.

November 2–8 National French Week La Semaine du Français Information: www.frenchteachers.org

November 16–18 American Conference on the Teaching of Foreign Language (ACTFL), San Antonio, TX
 Information: www.actfl.org
 American Association of Teachers of German (AATG), in conjunction with ACTFL

December 27–30 Modern Language Association (MLA), Chicago, IL Information:  www.mla.org
 AATSELL/AATSEEL, in conjunction with MLA Information:  aatseel.org

March  2–8 National Foreign Language Week

March 6–8 Central States Conference (CSC), Dearborn, MI Information:  www.centralstates.cc

April 2–5 Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL), New York, NY
 Information: www.tesol.org

April 3-5 Ohio Foreign Language Association (OFLA) Annual Conference (see pg. 14), Cincinnati
 Information:  www.ofla-online.org

June 27–30 American Classical League Institute  (ACL), Durham, NH  Information:  www.aclclassics.org

July 8–11 The American Association of Teachers of Spanish (AATSP), San Jose, Costa Rica
 Information: www.aatsp.org

July 16–19  The American Association of Teachers of French (AATF), Liège, Belgium 
 Information: www.frenchteachers.org

Summer 2008 National TPRS Conference  Information:  www.tprstories.com/ntprs/

 National Junior Classical League (NJCL)  Information:  www.njcl.org

Mark Your Calendar Now!
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